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TO THE 

TRUSTEES 

OF THE 

Philadelphia ACADEMY. 

Gentlemen, 

THE hearty Thanks you were 
pleafed to return me for my 
Sermon preached by your De- 
lire at the Opening of the Academy 
in "January laft, gave me a very fenfi- 
ble Pleafure ; nor had I then declined 
complying with your Requeft to make 
it publick, had I not been of Opinion 
that my Mind, which was about that 
A 2 Time 
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Time much engaged in the neceflary 
Bufinefs of my Station, was not vacant 
enough to permit me to treat the Sub- 
jecYwith due Solidity and Correctnefs ; 
and elpecially as I had not of late been 
ufed to this Sort of Compofition. But 
when I came to confider that a Detail 
was made of the Rife of the Acade- 
my, and of the feveral Matters propofed 
to be taught therein, and that it might 
be of great Service to publifli this, in 
order to remove Miftakes, and to en- 
able the Publick to judge of its Ufeful- 
nefs and Seafonablenefs, I no longer 
hefitated to gratify you in the Publica- 
tion, confident that your Adoption 
and Patronage will procure it a fa- 
vourable Reception with my Fellow 
Citizens; and the Piety and Good- 
nefs of the Defigri recommended in it, 
will prevail with others into whofe 
Hands it may come to overlook its nu- 
merous Defects. 

I T affords no fmall Delight to eve- 
ry one who has the Succefs of this Aca- 
demy at Heart, that though many 

Things 
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Things promifed in this Difcourfe re- 
main to he done, yet there is already 
much more effe&ed than in fo fmall a 
Space of Time could have been reafen 
nably expected. The Latin and Eng- 
lijh Matters give entire Satisfaction ; in- 
deed the Progrels made by the Boys 
in both Schools is truly furprizing ; 
each has now the Afliftance of an 
Uflier, made neeeffary by the Niamber 
of Boys, who, notwithftanding the 
Prevalence of the Stnall-Pox in Town, 
amount to above an Hundred. Ma- 
tters are providing for teaching Wri- 
ting and French. The Mathematical 
School is daily increasing. A Charity 
School is eftablilhed. Proper Prayers 
are compofed for the Schools, and 
ufed every Morning and Evening. 

I mutt do you the Juftice to fay that 
much of this is owing to your Gare, 
and the Regularity of your Vilitations ; 
and I have no fmall Satisfaction in be- 
ing able to be thus particular, fince it 
mutt needs be agreeable to the Publick 
to know that tie moll neceflary and 

ufeful 
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ufeful Parts of the Scheme are in fuch 
Forwardnefs; and that there are in the 
Academy two good Grammar Schools, 
one in the Englijh, and the other in the 
Latin Language. No fmall Benefit 
this to the Province I as in thefe are 
laid the proper Foundations for the 
higher Attainments in Learning, which 
will likewife be gone into, when the 
Difficulties of the Matters, arifing from 
the preparing and claffing fo many Boys 
as are daily admitted from different 
Schools, of different Proficiencies, and 
taught by different Methods, fliall a- 
bate. 

THO' a good Beginning does not 
infure Succefs in the Progrefs and Clofe 
of the Work, yet it gives good Hopes 
that every one of the ufeful Purpofes of 
the Inftitutors will be gradually and fe- 
tisfadtorily executed, and that in a Man- 
ner perfectly confident with, and accom- 
modated to, the Circumftances of the 
Province; fo that thole who have hither- 
to entertained a Notion of the Unlui- 
tablenefs of the Inftitution to the Infant 

State 
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State of the Colony, being now fatisfi- 
ed of the Contrary, will go, Hand in 
Hand, with you heartily, in one of 
the moft rational and well judged 
Charities that can be deviled. I am, 
with the greateft Sincerity and Re- 
fped, 

Gentlemen, 

Your affe&ionate 
Humble Servant, 



Sifli it. 



Richard Peters. 
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St. John viii. 32. 
And ye Jhall know the Truth, and the 
Truth Jhall make you free. • 

IF Slavery be defervedly efteemed the word 
and Liberty the belt State Mankind can be pla- 
ced in, and Ignorance certainly leads to the 
the one, and Knowledge to the other : If, up- 
on the univerfal Acknowledgment of this Truth, 
publick Foundations for the Advancement of Learn- 
ing have been inftituted by wife Men in all Coun- 
tries, and thefe Friends to Science have been re- 
warded with the moft diftinguilhing Honours : 
Then, my Fellow Chriftians and Fellow Citizens, 
you have the greateft Reafon to expecT: the Appro- 
bation and Thanks of all good Men, on the Open- 
ing of this Academy for the Inftruction of Youth 
in Piety, Virtue, and ufeful Knowledge. 

And feeing our blefled Saviour, who underftood 
the Connection of Things perfectly well, has like- 
wife put his Seal to the Truth of thefe Sentiments, 
by joining Knowledge and Liberty fo clofely toge- 
ther in the Words of my Text, you may, with an 
humble Confidence, entertain favourable Hopes, 
that the Almighty will accept and hearken to your 
devout Prayers for his divine Blefling and Counte- 
nance on your charitable Undertaking. 
When our Lord fpoke thefe Words, Te Jhall 
li knovt 
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him) the Truth, mi- the truth jhali make yen fret, 
jie was in the Execution of an authentkk and weU 
evidenced Comrruflion from the God aBd Father of 
all, to publilh his Iaft and greateft Difpenfation ; 
wherein Remiflion of Sins, Reconciliation with his 
offended Majefty, Immortality and endlefi Glory, 
were promifed to all penitent Believers, in and thro* 
thcMerits and Expiation of his Son's Death. This 
is th : Truth, or Syftem of Truths, referred to in 
the Text, and by Chrift more emphatically applied 
to the Jews, as what did completely fuperfede the 
Mofakk Religion, and was of the moft certain Ef- 
ficacy to free them from the Servitude of Sin. But 
the Spirit of the Text reaches all Men, as well as 
the Jews, implying thus much, That the Chriftjan 
Religion calls, upon its Profeflbrs to confider them- 
felves as Children of God, and Members of Chrift, 
and as fuch placed in this lower World in various 
Ranks and Stations of Life, and with different Ca- 
pacities and Talents, that each learning and doing 
his Duty here, might be advanced to the King- 
dom of Heaven hereafter; and if the Truths re- 
fpefting Man thus placed, and forming a Society, 
whofe Interefts in Chrift Jefus are the fame, be ge- 
nerally known, and have - their proper Influence, then, 



ty. te jhall know the truth, and the truth Jball 
make you' free. 

, Npw, can any Thing more effe&ually prove the 
Neceflity and Ufefulnefs of Education than this De- 
claration of our Saviour ? Will not the Syftem of 
Truths contained in the Golpel remain ftill in Dark- 
nefs, " unlefs the Knowledge of them be carefully 
taught, and the Minds of Youth early and faith- 
fully mftrufted in them? Is it not clear, from this 
Revelation, that Men, by doing their refpe&ive 
Duties in this World, afford God the moftpleafing 
frosf .of their Regard for his Laws, and make it 




Poffeffion of true liber- 
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evident that the' Gofpel has' had its fuU Force and 
Effect upon their Souls ? And pray, how can they 
be enabled rightly to difcharge the feveral Duties* 
Offices, Profeflions and Employments, made necef- 
fary by the Circumftances in which the wife Provi- 
dence has put Matters here below, without an early 
Improvement of their Understandings, and a fuf- 
ficient Stock of Reading? Is the Knowledge of 
religious or civil Truths born with us; or does it 
come of itfelf ? Muft it not be obtained with much 
Care and Labour ; and, confidering that we ftand in 
need of good Inftructors, with no inconfiderable Ex- 
pence? 

These Queftions anfwer themfelves, and fhew 
that Thofe will beft act up to the Spirit of the 
Text, and become the trueft Imitators of Chrift, 
Who employ their Wealth, Power and Influence, in 
the Eftablifhment of Schools for the more eafy and 
general Propagation of Knowledge ; fince, by do- 
ing fo, they do all in their Power that their Fellow 
Chriftians may know the Truth, and that the Truth 
may make them free. 

. And furdy there was never more Occafion to 
fhew ourfelves worthy Chriftians in this Senfe than 
now ; for whoever is in fuch a Station of Life, as 
requires frequent Intercourfe with our Inhabitants, 
muft every Hour fee the deplorable Confequences of 
a low and defective Education; and notwithftariding 
all our Boafts of the Goodnefs of our civil Conftitu- 
tion, the Liberty allowed'confcientious' Men in the 
Exercife of divine Worfhip, the Accommodation of 
our Laws to the Circumftances of the Colony, the 
Mildnefs and Lenity of the Government, the Fer- 
tility of the Soil, the Extent and flourilhing Conditi- 
on of our Commerce ; all which defervedly make 
us a confpicuous People; yet it does not require 
a more than ordinary Penetration to forefee, that if 
fome Methods be noMakeri of givihga proper Edu- 
B 2 cation 
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cation to our Youth, thefe very Advantages' and 
Privileges, for want of Knowledge, and a Capacity 
of exercifing the Offices neceflary for the Govern- 
ment of lb populous and indulged a Country, will 
run Things into Anarchy and Confulion ; and, in a- 
very little Time, perhaps fome of us may live to fee it, 
our Superiors may be forced to make Alterations in our 
Laws and Conftitution. Thefe Confiderations gave 
Birth to the Defign of this academical Inftitution, or 
rather Collection of feveral Schools, under the Tu- 
ition of one Matter, and the Inspection of a Num- 
ber of the mod fubftanttal Freeholders and Inhabi- 
tants of the City ; not fo much to teach the learned 
Languages, for this is a fmall Part of Education, as 
to impart, in the leaft expenfive Manner, and in the 
bell Order and Method, the Knowledge of religi- 
ous, moral and civil Truths, to all the Members of 
tile Community, without Partiality or Diftinction. 

And if the Execution be equal to the good Inten- 
tion of the Truftees and Contributors, we may be 
juftly excufed, if we apply to the People of the 
Place thefe Words of our Saviour, tho' they were 
fpoke by him on a much greater Occalion, Te jhall 
know the T ruth, and the truth Jhall make you free. 
■ Having thus evinced the Necefiity of a good E- 
ducation from the Meaning of my Text, and the 
prefent Situation of the Colony, I mall, in the fur- 
ther Profecution of my Subjeft, obferve the follow- 
ing Method. 

Firjt, I mall point out what Evils may be remedi- 
ed by Education. 

Secondly, I ihall mew that this Academy is well 
calculated to remedy thefe Evils. 

And, Thirdly, I Ihall befpeak your Encourage- 
ment in favour of it, 

Firjt then, I have undertaken to point out what 
Evils may be remedied by Education. To make you 
feftfible of thefe, be pleafed to confider, that the 

Mind 
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Mind of Man, when he enters the World, is uh* 
ftored with Knowledge •, that he may, thro' Ne- 
gligence, acquire none, or a bad Sort •, and that tho*' 
he mould be lb fortunate as to lay in even a good 
Sort, yet it does not follow of Courle, that he will 
make ufe of his Acquirements, fince his Temper 
may be bad, or he may be fo much indulged, and 
fo imprudently managed in his Youth, as not to 
profit by Inftruftion. Now, in all thefe Cafes, 
as Happinefs refults from knowing Perfons and 
Things to be what they are, and treating them 
accordingly, if we mifs in either, we muft. .become 
unhappy. Inftruftion then is abfolutely neceflary ; 
but this alone will not do; the Temper muft be 
diligently obferved, and diverted from the Evil it 
inclines fo, which requires much Skill and Prudence; 
betides, the leading Inclinations or Genius of an 
.opening Mind, ought to be as narrowly watched, as 
the Capacity, Memory and Judgment, and a luita- 
ble Kind of Inftruftion adapted to them : Again, 
the State of the Affeftions, or what is in Scripture 
and common Language called the Heart, as well as 
the Head, muft be ftudied, and thefe in Conjunction 
fo regulated, that a good and ufeful Character may 
be formed out of them. It ought not to be the Ob- 
jeft of the Concern of a Perfon entrufted with Edu- 
cation, to (hew to the World Ihining Parts, fo much 
as to infure to the riling Generation the Exercife of 
the good Affeftions under the Direftion of a com- 
mon Underftanding. Now, in Proportion, as any 
of thefe are neglefted, a Sett of Evils will neceffa- 
rily fpring out of fuch Negleft. It Ihall be my Bu- 
finefs therefore to fet thefe Evils to View with all 
the Clearnefs I am able, fo as from thence to 
evince the Neceflity of committing Children to the 
Care of Men of Knowledge, Prudence and Skill, 
independent of Parents and Relations, whofe Par- 
tiality and Indulgence render them unfit to be trufted- 
• B i ., with 
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with the fole Care of their Childrens Education : 
And I chufe to take this Method rather than any 
other; becaufe Evils, juftly .represented, make 
Kronges Impreflions, and Simulate the Mind to an 
immediate Application of the proper Remedies. 

*The. firft Train of Evils, which prefents itfelf to 
my^xamining View, flows from Ignorance, which 
muft inevitably be the State of an uncultivated 
Mind. Mrthinks. I fee one of this Oafs with great 
Simplicity entering upon the Stage of Bufinefs, un- 
acquainted with himfelf, his Neighbours, and the 
World. He makes but a very flow Progrefs, ever 
timorous and diffident of himfelf, and jealous of 
every Body elfe. He foon comes to one of thofe 
material Occurrences of Life, where it is neceflary 
to come immediately to fome Determination, and act 
with Spirit, or the Opportunity flips, and never 
comes again. Methinks I behold him ballancing, 
and in DifHdcoce : Letting the golden Qppprtunity 
flip : Taking Things by the wrong Handle : Mi- 
ftaking his Intereft : Purjuing the worft Oourfe, and 
merely thro' want of Knowledge falling into a Va- 
riety of Evils, one Difafter bringing on another : 
And fo blundering on to the very End of his Life. 
I perceive many inclinable, and making fundry At- 
tempts to employ him, but foon, very foon, difco- 
vering his Ignorance, they withdraw or grow difo- 
bliged, till at laft he becomes perfectly infignificant, 
and falls into abfolutc Contempt. Favour me with 
your Attention, whilft I enter a little deeper into 
the Mifchiefs attending Ignorance. If Perfons of 
this Clafs have no Property, they are only confi- 
dered as other Animals, and no other Eftimate 
is put upon them, than, according to the Strength 
of their Sinews, and the Profit that may be made 
ief it. If.they have Property, they foon confound 
it by ill-ju'dg'd Purfuits, or fall a Prey to the firft 
Man who has Dilhonour enough to take Advan- 
tage 
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tage of their Ignorance. But luppofe, thro' the 
Pride of Parents, or the Affluence of their For- 
tune, fuch ignorant Perfons take upon them the- 
Profefiions and Offices, by the undue Execution of 
which, Mens Lives, or Health, or Properties, may 
be greatly affected •, what a fad Scene of Confufion 
is here! What terrible Effects enfue ! Their Dif- 
grace and Ruin are in the End ! But that is not all } 
before this juft Fate overtakes them, they have ru- 
in'd all about them ; their Relations, Friends and 
Acquaintance, fall the firft Victims to their Mi- 
ftakes, and then others promhcuouQy, as they have 
the Misfortune to fall in their Way. 

Further, in a State of Ignorance the rational 
Faculties of the Soul, for want of Ufe, may be lb 
extremely weakened, as not to exert themfclves 
whilft in Union with the Body. As Exercife give* 
Strength to the Nerves, and preferves the Health, 
fo Thinking ftrengthens the Powers of the Mind, 
and promotes the Health of the Soul i but if 
Knowledge, its natural Food, be with-held, it 
falls into a paralytick State, and becomes unable to 
make any vigorous Efforts, AH that magnetical 
Force in the Affections and Paflions, by which the 
Soul is with Violence carried towards Information, 
Merit, Excellence, Virtue, Goodnefs, Elegance, 
Decorum, find no Place in an ignorant Mind j but 
in their Room one has the Mortification to behold 
a perfect Vis Inertia, or inert Power. And When 
the Spirituality, Vigour and Emulation of the Soul 
is gone, to what a low State is the human Form de* 
graded ? The divine Image is then fo impair'd, {hat 
the Soul can't be diftinguifhed to be of celeftial Ex- 
traction, and an Ally of the angelick Order. 

This naturally brings me to the Cafe of an ig- 
norant Man with relpect to Religion-, and with it 
I lhall clofe this Branch of Evils. 

B 4 Rem- 
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Relicion being a Tranfaetion between the Soul 
Snd its Creator, necefiarily requires a well informed 
Judgment. Here more than in any other Matter : 
Ithe Eyes of the Underfianding (as the Apoftle ex- 
preffes it) fnuft be opened, that we may fee what are 
the Hopes of our Calling, and what are the Riches of 
the Glory of our Inheritance in the Saints. Here 
all the Powers and Faculties of the Soul are to be 
exerted, arid mould therefore be well advifed. 
Here, as the Affections are to be in their moft vi- 
gorous and iprightly Exercife, the Excellencies 
and Perfections of the Supreme Being, towards 
■whom . they are to be exercifed, mould be previ- 
oufly perceived by the Mind. Here a great Varie- 
ty of Truths offer for our clofeft Examination, 
founded on as great a Variety of Evidence: From 
whence a Sett of Principles muft be drawn, that 
muft appear indubitably coriclufive, and by careful 
and frequent Meditation fo firmly riyetted in the 
Mind, as to ferve with Readinefs on all Occafions 
to combat the Diverfity of religious Opinions em- 
braced in the World, or the Impotency and Per- 
verfenefs of our own Minds, arifing from our Mif- 
conduct. If this be done with Care, and on the 
beft Iriftrudtion, wriilft young, how many unfpeak- 
able Comforts will iffue from it ; arid from how 
many fed Evils (hall we be delivered ? But if this is 
not done at all, or carelefly, which muft be the 
Cafe, where Men are ignorant, what Pleafure do 
they lofe, all of the beft arid moft affecting Sort! 
and to what an Abyfs of Uhhappinefs may they 
be plunged ! I (hall inftance only ip two Paflions, 
and thofe no inconfiderable Ones in the human 
Frame : I mean Hope and Fear. Hopes an ig- 
norant Man can have few or none, or at beft of an 
unentertaining Kind. Hopes have for their Founda- 
tion enlarged Views of Men and Things, they reach 
forward by the Stretch of a well exercifed Under- 

ftanding 
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(landing into future and invifible Worlds, concluding, 
by Parity of Reafon and Affection, corroborated by 
Revelation, that the feveral Ranks of intelligent 
Beings, up to the mod High Jehovah, love and 
efteem good and virtuous Souls ; , and that there- 
fore they will be finally rewarded, tho' for the pre- 
fent placed in this inferior World. 

But tho' the ignorant Man, from what has 
been faid of the Nature of Religion, will want the 
Chain of Reafoning on which to fix well grounded 
Hopes ; yet his Fears remain entire, and will prove 
a Source of endlefs Uneafinefs. There is a Gloom 
and Diflatisfaftion ever hanging on the Souls of 
ignorant Men ; they may not indeed often think 
on religious Subjects, tho' this will depend much on 
Conftitution ; but whenever they do, they are per- 
petually reprefenting the Almighty in an angry and 
aifpleafed Form •, and indeed there is too much 
Reafon for this, where Ignorance is a Man's own 
Fault. Well, what Remedy do they apply ? 
Why, for want of Judgment to difcern what is the 
proper Objeft of the divine Difpleafure, inftead of 
forfaking their Sins, the only Things that can pro- 
voke a righteous Governor, and becoming regularly 
pious and good in their Lives, the only Thing to 
which are annexed the Benefits of the Expiation and 
Reconciliation of our bleffed Saviour, they want to 
pacify their incenfed Judge, by inflicting unworthy 
and prepofterous Punilhments on themfelves, or 
making a Compenfation, if they are wealthy, by 
large Donations to pious and charitable Ufes ; and fo 
fall a Prey to avaritious and ambitious Paftprs. 

The next Sett of Evils which occurs to me in 
the Examination of an uncultivated Mind, arifes 
from the Misapplication of the Genius. 

We are mighty apt to arraign Providence for the 
numerous Calamities with which this mortal Life 
abounds j would we, however, but think" ever fo 
little 
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little, we mould foon dhcern how much this Com- 
plaint is to be laid at our own Door. Scarce a Per- 
fon comes into the World without a viflble Index to 
his Difpofition, without a Pointer to his Genius. 
The Bent of die Soul difcovers itfelf in the very 
Dawn of Life i the Exercifes, Entertainments, Hu- 
mours and Diverfions of the Child, indicate plain 
enough the Delight of his Underftanding, and the 
State of his Affections. Achilles, whilft a Child, to 
have conceal'd himfelf, might have put on the Fe- 
male Drefs, and affociated with Virgins ; but had 
any one thrown amongft them in the Midft of their 
Play the leaft Part of military Armour, the Eyes of 
the Infant would have fparkled, his Cheeks glow'd, 
and his Soul would have been all on Fire ; and any 
Byftander, even the little Maids themfelves, obferv- 
ingthis, would have difcovered the Heroe as quick- 
ly and as certainly as the fagacious Ulyffes. 

Providence fhews to the difcerning Eye his De- 
ligns in the Formation of every Individual, and 
how he ought to be treated, in order to anfwer the 
particular Purpofe he created him for. And if this 
was attended to, with the Care it deferves, what ama- 
zing Progrefs might be made in every Art and Sci- 
ence? What eminent Men fhould we fee in all Pro- 
feflions and Occupations? To what an Height would 
Knowledge, Virtue, Fortitude, Piety, pubfiek Spirit, 
be carried ? Little, very little do we fee of what the 
human Capacity could do, when aided with all that 
Quantity of Study, Defire, AQiduity and Love, 
which the Genius, in the Enjoyment of its proper 
Objeft, always brings along with it. I could in* 
dulgc, much longer indulge you in this pleafing rap- 
turous View of the Soul's Capacity, and fet before 
you a thoufand' Excellencies and Accomplilhments 
attainable by it; but my Subject calls me to the me- 
lancholy Talk of lliewirig What Men are for want of 
' • ' ' ' ' Culture, 
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Culture, or from a Wrong Culture, not what witfc 
proper Culture they might rife to. 

The Multitudes of Geniufes, forming in this new 
World, may be compared to Seeds of the fineft 
Flowers, thrown at a Venture into the Ground, 
where they no fooner take Root, and begin to ex- 
pand and ftretch their tender lengthening Fibres ; 
where they no fooner afpire, and with an erect 
Straightnefs pulh for the open Sky ; but they find 
either the Earth hard and unyielding, or covered 
with Thorns, Briars and noxious Weeds, which 
hinder their vigorous Efforts. Is -there no Lover of 
Nature near, to help to foften and temper the Soil, 
and take away the hard obftrufting Cruft of the un- 
favourable Earth, that they may put forth their rich 
variegated Colours, and fill the Air with their dif 1 
fufive Fragrance ? Alas, moft of them difappear! 
and thofe Which come up, difcover faint and foreign 
Colours, nor difplay their native Beauty, nor emit 
their aromatick Odour ! 

Thus, my fellow Citizens, ought you to repre- 
fent to yourfelves the State of the Infant Geniufes of 
the Place : How many are totally loft thro* Idlenefe 
and Inactivity ? How many are forced, as it were, in 
Oppofition to their natural Temper and Genius, into 
wrong Trades, Offices, Profeffions and Employ-' 
merits ; and, by thefe Means, become Objects of 
Want, Wretchednefs and Mifery? What Num- 
bers offer to the learchisg Eye, ever peevrlh and 
fretful, a Torment to themfelves and to all a- 
bout them, always uneafy, and perpetually fluff- 
ing their Ground ? Their undifcernmg Neighbours 
can aflign no Caufe for it ; or if they do, attri- 
bute it to a Perverfeneis of Temper. Alasr ex- 
amine ctofe, and you will find the Man is put 
to a wrong Bulinefs ; he hates -his Profeffion i he 
likes fome other much better, and his Sop! is 
perpetually hankering after the abfent Object of 
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his Genius j no Wonder then he is fo often out of 
Humour, and neglefls his Callings and that Family 
Difquietudes, Broils and Oppolitions, are fo frequent. 

With what Acutenefs may one obferve (ome 
very young Folks view, admire and criticife on the 
Figure and Qualities of Plants? With what a 
piercingEye do they look into the human Frame ? 
How fenfibly do they talk of the little Ails and 
Fains of their Play-fellows ? What Tendernefs in 
their Soul ? What iympathizing Pearls fill their hu- 
mid Eyes, when any of their little Companions are 
indifpofed ? What does this befpeak ? Does not the 
Voice of God, the Voice of Nature, cry aloud, 
Teach him the fanatory Art of Medicine, and he will 
be eminent in his Profeffion, and a Bleffing to the Place 
where he lives. Again, another Boy difcovers a 
reafbning, inquifitive Mind, thirfting after Know- 
ledge, and at his Book, when others are at Play ; 
he is Angularly Good-natured, with an inflexible In- 
tegrity, and has an innate Love of Truth and 
Right. Dqes not this point out the Profeflion of 
the Law, as if a Voice from Heaven mould call out, 
Improve that Mind, ftere it with the heft Principles, 
and withfroper Knowledge. Let him ftudy the Syftems 
if Law, natural, national, civil, municipal, and as far 
as his Influence reaches, Jufiice and Right will be well 
defended and adminijlred. Now, ifinftead of hearke- 
ning to thefe unerring Voices, thro* the Perverfe- 
nefe of fome particular Humour or Fancy of thofe 
who have the Care of thefe Children, they are not 
educated agreeable to their Genius, what a moft va- 
luable Collection of noble Materials, richly provided 
by Nature, is here loft to the World, and to their 
Families? But what if, befides this ineftimable Lofs, 
they are put to Profeflions or Employments oppo- 
fite to the Bent and Love of their Minds ; what an 
cndfels Fund is here laid up for Vexation and Dif- 
ippointment ? The Expences, of their Education arc 
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thrown away, and, if they are not ruined before 
they come to Manhood, by indulging themfelves in 
Pleafures, rather than adhere todifagreeable Studies; 
there is an high Probability that they prove a Dis- 
grace to their Calling, and an Injury to the whole 
Neighbourhood, who are fo unfortunate as to be 
placed near them. 

Inconceivable are the Mifchiefs which arife 
from the Neglecl and Mifufe of natural Talents and 
Endowments. But I mult quit a more particular 
Detail of them, as many Evils in an uncultivated 
Mind, ariling from other Caufes, remain to'be enu- 
merated. 

Follow me with your clofeft Attention, my dear 
Brethren, whilft, in the next Place, I fet before you 
the Accumulation of all Evils, an undifciplin'd Spi- 
rit, a bad Temper unreftrain'd, a way-ward Will, 
a marr'd, indulged Child, the Sport of Folly, 
Wantonnefe, Paflion, and every Vice. 

I am loth to turn my Eyes to the difagreeable 
Sight, the Figures Hand before me in fo ftrong a 
Light. Blefled God, what a dreadful Train of 
Evils may be brought on the rifing Generation by 
our own Caprice, Humour, CarelelTnefs and Per- 
verfenefs ! The Infant enters the World, the Creator 
pointing out by the Lines of his Face, the Tone of his 
Voice, the State of his Spirits, the Quicknefs of his At- 
tention, that the ruling PalCons, and the leading Incli- 
nations of the Soul are of the impetuous and over- 
bearing Kind, commands Parents, Nurfes aijd Tu- 
tors, to feafon the Soul with Inftruftions, and a 
Difcipline fuited to this Difpofition. Be fure, (fayj 
the Author of this Frame) to keep a ftricl Hand over 
him, reprove, cbafiife, torreCl, ufe Severity, if necef- 
fary, but let this be feldom, and when the Fault is 
glaring \ nor give over when you have begun, till you 
have quelled the tyrannical Spirit. If this be done, 
all thoftf inflammatory Materials will turn out for the 
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Service of Mankind : When advanced to- mature 
Years, he will not b«- afraid to oppofe and pull 
down the Enemies of his Country : He will, with' 
a juft Boldnefs, reprove Vice, and defend oppref- 
fed Innocence and Virtue againft lawlefs Pride, and 
over-bearing Wealth. This Advice is neglected.— 
What is that which paints the incenfed Countenance of 
the Infant with fo triumphant a-Red ? The Face of 
hisvigUant and tender Nurfe is of a gore Blood, tore 
to Pieces with his entrenching Nails. Now he is a 
little older, I fee his Play-mates fly the Room, not 
one without fome Hurt or- Disfigurement. Is he 
corrected ? No. — He is taken into the Arms of his 
Mother, tonderiy cartffed, and commended for a 
Boy of Spirit. Unhappy Woman, little does fhe 
think what numerous Evils will flow from this ill- 
judged Indulgence !— This uncorrected Spirit, as he 
advances into Years, will make him the Dupe of all 
his angry Paflions, troublefome and injurious to all 
about him.---But what ails the Mother ? Why does 
fhe heave her Bofcm, and throw her Hands about 
her with fuch a melancholy and defpairing Counte- 
nance? It feems fhe has juft heard that her favou- 
rite Son, in one of his Paflions, by an unlucky Blow, 
haa killed ' his Bofom Companion, his intimate 
Friend,— is feized by the Hands of Juftice, and going 
to receive an infamous, tho' welt deferved Exit. 

Blissed and gracious God, avert thele Evils 
from thy People, and fanftify this Institution for 
the Purpofes of thy holy Religion and Virtue. 

. In the laft Place, Abundance of Evils, which may 
bt remedied by Care in Education, arife from want 
of Method in the ordering of our Studies, and in the 
Choice of Authors ; and from want of due Care of 
Diet, Heakh, Exercife, Temperament of the Body, 
aid the- Accommodation of the Degree, as well as 
Quality of Knowledge to the State of the Underftand- 
ing,> - Memory, , Humour and Conftitution : But, 

above 
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above all, from, the Number of bad Books, and 
bad Examples, bad Morals, and bad Principles, 
every where to be met with ; all which defence 
Conuderation, but mult, however, be paft over, to 
make Room for an Account of this prefent Mode 
of Education, in which every one will expect that I 
ihall be diftinct and particular. 

I therefore proceed to my fecond general Head, 
to lhew that the prefent Academy is well calculated 
to remedy thefe Evils. 

There have, of late, been feveral Things of a 
publick Nature projected, and Companies form'd 
for carrying them into Execution within this Pro- 
vince, all under better Regulations, and attended 
with better Succe(s, than Schemes of the fame Na- 
ture in other Places ; and what is remarkable, they 
have all taken their Rile from the Citizens them- 
felves, and have been brought to Perfection ac 
their own Expence : Nor Ihould it be concealed* 
that this prefent Inftitution, tho' one of thofe 
Kinds which generally have for their Founders 
fovereign Princes, or Branches of Royal Families, 
or Nobles of the firft Rank and Dignity, owes 
fikewife its Being to a Sett of private Men, who, 
from a Senfe of the Neceflity of fucii a Seminacy 
of Learning, fet themfelves, at the Clofe of the 
War, ferioufly to think about One : Frequent were 
their Confutations, and various were their Senti- 
ments; at laft they agreed On the general Heads, and 
confident of the Continuance of the publick Spirit 
of their Fellow Citizens, they ventur'd to publith 
their Propolals relating to the Education, of Youth 
in this Province s therein enumerating, by a Vatfety 
of Hints, the feveral Branches of Science, which, 
in their Opinions, might be comprehended in fueh 
an Inftitution, fo as. to make it abundantly mote 
ufeful than any which had. come to their Know- 
ledge : At the fame time, having a Diffidence of 
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their own Judgment and Ability, they placed in the 
Front of thefe Prdpofals an Invitation to all Per- 
fons of Learning, Understanding and Experience, 
to favour them with their Sentiments and Advice, 
as to the Parts of Learning to be taught ; the Or- 
der of Study ; the Method of Teaching ; the 
(Economy of the School ; or any other Matter of 
Importance to the Undertaking. This no fooner 
appeared, than the Generality of the People, con- 
vine'd of the Neceflity and Advantages of feme 
fuch Inftitution, became follicitous that one fhould 
be attempted ; whereupon a Form of Conftitu- 
tions was immediately framed, fuch as was judg- 
ed to be beft fuited to the prefent Circum- 
ftances of this Colony, with Liberty to alter, 
abftraft or enlarge, as upon Trial it fhould be found 
molt ferviceable j Experience fhewing Defects and 
Miftakes in the beft concerted Schemes, and the 
Mutability of human Affairs fometimes rendering it 
neceffary to make Alterations. After thefe were 
found to give general Satisfaction, Twenty-four 
Truftees, without Regard to Difference in religious 
Perfuafions, were appointed to carry them into 
Execution ; Merchants, Artificers, fome likewife 
of the learned Profeflions. On the Publication, 
all was fo well approved, that in a very final! 
Space of Time the Subfcriptions arofe to Eight 
Hundred Pounds a Year for five Years ; a Genera- 
lity truly amazing, and what muft convey a mighty 
advantageous Idea of the good Difpofition of all 
Orders of Men amongft us to promote the pub- 
lick Good, whenever a fit Occafion prefents. 

Thus fuccefsful, it became a Matter of Debate 
where to place the Academy, and many Argu- 
ments were offered for fome Village in the Country 
as beft favouring the Morals of the Youth, too apt 
to be corrupted by the bad Examples abounding in 
populous Cities : "But when it carrie to be confidered 
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ihat it would take a large Sum to erect propif 
Buildings at a Diftance from the City ; that the* 
Circumftances of many oF the Citizens would not 
admit of a diftant Place on Account of the Ex- 
pence ; that the Truftees were Men of Bufinefs, 
who could not be abfent from their Habitations 
without much Inconvenience ; and that the Suc- 
cefi of the whole, under God, would; in a great 
Meafure, depend, whether ih Town or Country, 
on the perfonal Care and Attendance of thofe en- 
trufted with the Management, it was thought pro- 
per to fix it fome Where within the City ; and the 
more fo, when the Minds of the Truftees of the 
Building, where we are how afiembled, came to be 
imparted. Thefe thoughtful Perfons had been for 
fome Years fenfible that this Building was not put 
to its original Ufe, nor was it in their Power to fet 
forward a Charity School, which was affo a Part 
of the firft Defign ; and that it Was more in the 
Power of the Truftees of the Academy than in 
theirs to do it ; they therefore made ah Offer to 
transfer their Right in it for the Ufe of the Acade- 
my ; provided the Debts, which remained unpaid, 
might be difchafged, and the Arrears of Rent ori 
the Lot paid off. This was thankfully accepted* 
and a Conveyance executed ; and on the Settlement 
of the Monies due on account of the Building, 
fome of its Truftees even generoufly forgave a con- 
fiderable Part of their juft Demands. Whilft I am 
acknowledging their Merir, let me hot forget to do 
Juftice to their abfent Co triiftce for his ready and 
hearty Concurrence, fignified in his Letter to the 
Prefident on that Subject. How peculiarly fortu- 
nate was this, finer , by the Largehcfs of the Build- 
ing, the Academy is furnifhed oUt of one Part of it 
only, and that the fmalleft, with as many handfome 
and well proportioned Rooms for all the Schools, 
as if they had been built for the Purpofe ; and there 
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is ftill left as much of that Part, where divine Ser- 
vice is performed, as will anfwer the original De- 
fign ; and as it is ready feated, and adorned with a 
beautiful Roftrum or Pulpit, it will likewife make 
a fpacious Oratory or Hall for publick Examinati- 
ons. To add ftill to our good Fortune, fome conti- 
guous Lots, and fmall Buildings on them, have 
fallen into the Truftees Hands, by Purchafe, fince 
the Conveyance of the large One; and with a little 
Alteration, one of the Edifices can be turned into a 
Charity School. Thefe furnifh a large and unincum- 
bered Area for the Childrens Exercife, and on 
which, in Time to come, as the Academy Funds 
encreafe, and when a regular College may be thought 
to fuit the Circumftances of the Colony, there is 
Room to erefl: a commodious Square of Buildings 
to accommodate the Students with Apartments for 
Lodgings, and all other Conveniencies. 

On this advanced Situation of the Scheme, the 
Corporation taking into Confideration the nume- 
rous Advantages the City would reap by this Se- 
minary of Learning, to their Honour be it men- 
tioned, have voted Two Hundred Pounds to be 
baid to the Truftees in Hand, and One Hundred 
Pounds a Year for five Years ; Fifty Pounds where- 
of they have appropriated to the Ufe of the Cha- 
rity, School, for inftructing poor Children gratis 
in the Principles of the Chriftian Religion, and in 
Reading, Writing and Arithmetick ; which School 
the Truftees intend to open the enfuing Year, not 
doubting but by the divine Blefling on their Endea- 
vours, and the further Encouragement of good 
People, they (hall be enabled to carry it on to the 
great Advantage of the Publick, and Benefit of the 
poorer Sort. One of the moft promifing Children is 
to be yearly chofen out of the Charity School by the 
Corporation, and educated gratis in higher Learn- 
ing in the Academy. 

The 
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The fetring out only with a temporary Sub- 
fcription, was by many at firft difliked, not expecl- 
ing there could be found any Matters of fufficient 
Abilities, who would be willing to ferve on thefe 
Terms, but the Authors of the Propo&Is judged 
otherwife of the Difpofition of Men of Letters, 
and were fanguine enough to pronounce, that 
when fuch fhould come to hear of the Spirit exert- 
ed on this Occalion, they would not be difcouraged 
by the Limitation of Time; but would natural- 
ly be led to think, if fo handibme a Sum, as Eight 
Hundred Pounds a Year, could be fo readily rai- 
fed under fuch an Uncertainty of the Scheme's 
fucceeding, there could be no Doubt, but if Pro- 
vidence mould favour it with Succefs, there would 
at the End of the Term, be a much better, and 
more durable Fund. Exclufive of this Reafon- 
ing, it was judged that the Love of Mankind, 
ever infeparable from folid Knowledge, and true 
Learning, would engage the Perfons poffefled of 
them in its Favour. It fell out accordingly. A 
Gendeman of a neighbouring Province, when ic 
was moved to him, as he was known to be well 
qualified to fill the Place of Rector, and Greek 
and Latin Matter, generoufly clofed with the Pro- 
pofal without any Objection to the Limitation of 
Time, or Stipulation for a precile Sum to be gi- 
ven as a Salary, which could not then be fixed. 
This was a great deal, but ftill much more was 
wanting. The Place of Englijh Mailer was thought 
to be of as much, if not more Confequence, and 
it was not probable that any one equal to the 
Talk, and at the fame time difengaged, could 
be found in America: This made the Truftees 
uneafy, as they could not think of running the 
Rifque of Recommendations of Perfons from Eng- 
land, where, tho' the fitteft Men might be procured, 
yet in cafe of a Difappointment, the Inconveniency 
C 2 would 
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would noteafilybe remedied. Whilftunder this Anxi- 
ety, two of the Truftees took a Journey to theEafterh 
Provinces, and being favoured with the Converfation 
of an eminent and learned Perfon, well known a- 
mongft -Men of Letters for feveral Improvements 
on the Method of Study, and acquiring the liberal 
Arts, he gave them Hopes of his perfonal ■ vifiting 
the Academy, which if he had done, they flattered 
themfelves that this DiiEculty might have been re- 
moved j butlndifpofition, and lome other Unforeleen 
Accidents, deprived them of his Afliftance. In this 
Situation, Affairs remained till the other Day; when 
a Gentleman faid to be an experienced Inftructor of 
Youth,: and practically acquainted with the Me- 
thods uled in the bed Englijb Schools and Academies, 
arrived in this City ; and on an accidental Relation 
made to him as a Stranger by one of the Truftees, 
of the State of the Academy, and of the Diftrefe 
occafioned by the Difappointment as to the Englijh 
Maftcr, he offered his Service to fupply the Place, 
till one could be provided. This made fuch an Im- 
preflion on the Truftees, that they recommended it 
to the Rector to examine into his Abilities, and on 
his Report that he thought him well qualified, they 
engaged him for a certain Time. 

The Matter employed to teach the Maibematicks, 
-and the Sciences ufually taught with them, is well 
known, having, for many Years, had a large 
School in Town. His School is furniflied by the 
Truftees with a very valuable Sett of Mathematical 
Inftrumcnts of all Sorts, for the better Inftruftion of 
the Scholars in the Ule of them. The Grammar 
Schools are alfo provided with a Collection of the 
bell Clafficlts, for the Ufe of the Mailers. 

Thus the Academy opens with a Rector, and 
■ Matters in the Schools, that are the moll material, 
and of the moll immediate and general Ufe. One 
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Tutor is already provided in Afliftance of theRector 
on the Recommendation of a good Judge. More. 
Tutors and Uihers will be added, as the Scholars 
encreafe. 

Tho' it has been thought proper to give this 
Seminary of Learning the Name and Title of an 
Academy, yet it is more properly a Collection of 
Schools under one Roof, and the Infpection of the 
Truftees. And tho' only fuch Branches of Know- 
ledge, as are perfectly adapted to the Circumftances 
of the Province, are for the prefent propofed to be 
taught in it, in which Refpect its Advantage muft.be 
confideraMe, Cnce, if the Plan be fuccefsfully exe- 
cuted, thefe will be taught in a much quicker and 
better Method, and at a much lefs Expence : Yet 
it is fo ordered, that with fuch Additions, as on 
Experience of its, great Ufe and Benefit may be 
reafonably expected will be made to the prefent 
Fund, it may be improv'd into a Collegiate Infti- 
tution, and every Kind of Knowledge be taught 
in it, that the molt reputed Univerfities lay Claim 
to. 

It is no inconfiderable Part of the Plan, that 
whilft the Pupils in the Latin and Greek Schools are 
taught the grammatical Conftruction of the Claf- 
ficks, it is intended Lectures mall be read to 
thofe who are forward enough in their Learning, 
wherein the Subject Matter of each Author.will be 
explained and illuftrated, and his Style, Spirit and 
Elegance, pointed out ; fo that they may be appre- 
hended, tailed, admired, and, it is hoped, well 
imitated by the Pupils in their Competitions. 

Nor is it propofed in theChildrensExercifes to pro- 
ceed by the Methods in ordinary Ufe, which in gene- 
ral only confult the making Latin according to Gram* 
mar Rules, or the right Conftruction of an Author 
by them: But that Exercifes, adapted to the Capa- 
city and Proficiency of the Schqlars, lhall be compo.- 
C 3 ftd 
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fed by the Matters, and confift of Hiftory, Mo- 
rals, and the plain Parts of Natural Philofophy ; all 
which may, by thefe Means, be taught along with 
the Languages. Nor will this appear too difficult 
to them, who know what amazing Progrefs Boys 
may be brought to make in Knowledge, by proper 
Methods, and due Care on the Part of the Matters. 
For Inftance, if before an Exercife be put into their 
Hands, the Subject be fairly opened, its feveral 
Parts explained, and then Qyeftions propofed in 
the Preftnce of the Clafs, to one or more of the for- 
wardeft Boys, to try whether the Matter of the 
Exercife be clearly underftood, or it may want to 
be ftill further explained j if this is affectionately 
and judicioufly done beforehand, it is not to be 
imagined how much the Apprehenfion may be 
quickened, the Memory aided, the Judgment in- 
formed, and, in a fmall Time, all the Faculties 
improved. The learned Tanaquil Pater's Son, is an 
Example of this; for he, at fourteen Years of Age, 
had read moft of the Greek and Latin Clalficks, and 
underftood them perfectly well, as well as feveral 
other Parts of Learning. In the Latin School, the 
Matters will likewifc have it particularly in Charge 
to correct, refine and beautify our Mother Tongue, 
to the End that their Scholars may be enabled to 
underttand it perfectly well, and to write it with 
Purity and Elegance. How much this is wanted, 
may be eafily judged, if it be confidered, what a 
mean Figure many, who underttand the learned 
Languages, make when they come to write in Eng- 
lijh ; how aukward is their Mode of Expreflion ; 
how forced and inelegant are their Compofitions ; 
and how difficult to be underftood; tho* all the 
Rules of Grammar have been accurately obferved ? 

This Academy has this further Advantage; the 
Englijh Language is propofed to be taught in a 
Grammatical Manner, and in a feparate School, for 

the 
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the Ufe of thofe who may not be inclined to learn 
Latin. The great Neceflity and Ufe whereof will 
appear, if one confiders to what an infinite Fain 
ingenious Perfons, who fpeak only their Mother 
Tongue, but are unacquainted with Grammar, 
and Propriety of Expreffion, are put, to write 
even on the molt common Subjects i It is pro- 
bable that many Difcoveries have been made of 
equal Importance, perhaps, . with any known, 
and yet dropped or concealed by the Diffcoverers, 
from their Apprehenfions of incurring the Cenfure 
of the World, and being put to Shame, for want 
of juft and proper Expreflions, thro' their Ignorance 
of Language to clothe their Sentiments ; and tho* 
this is a falfe Shame, yet fince the Pain arifing from 
it, is asexquifiteas thePleafure felt on the Commen- 
dations given to any One for a fine Style and juft Ex- 
preffion, it is not to be wondered that it mould take 
Place, efpecially as the Minds of truly ingenious 
Men are generally very delicate on this Point. 

As a further Proof of the Benefit of fuch a 
School, let it be confidered, that was the Mind ufed 
to form Words, and make written Defcriptions of 
Things as foon as the original Truths were impref- 
fed on the Brain, the Attention would be mightily 
quickened, the Judgment affifted, and the Memory 
greatly corroborated. Be pleafed to afk yourfelves, 
how much oftener Names bring Perfons and Things in- 
to your Minds than their Prefence ? Juft fo it would be 
were general Propofitions and ufeful Truths well de- 
fcribed, and the Defcriptions carefully lodged in the 
Memory, which they would be much oftener than 
they are, did Men know how to commit them early 
and properly to Writing. A Man in Bufinefs, who 
makes Memorandums of what he does, has a vaft 
Advantage of the beft Memory ; it would be even 
fo, if he was to make Memorandums of the Truths 
proper to be known, or that come to his Know- 
C 4 ledges 
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Jedge ; he would here alfo have the Advantage of 
the greateft Readers of Books, who don't take this 
Method. 

This is however what People in general think 
may be done by learning Latin, and for that Rca- 
fon, perhaps, as much as for the Advantage of know- 
ing the Language, give their Children a Latin. 
Education ; but it is really not fo, or not fo much 
fo as they imagine : For tho', when a Perfon 
learns Latin, the Rules of Grammar may be applied 
to his native Tongue, and in Effect a Man does, 
whilft learning Latin, throw his Mother Tongue into 
grammatical Order, yet he does not gain a Com- 
mand, much lefs a Propriety of Expreflion : In- 
deed how mould he, fince every Language has 
its own Idioms, its own Phrafes, its own Copiouf- 
nefs, Beauties and Elegance ? The native Force 
and Energy of every Language is fo peculiar to 
itfelf, that it cannot be transferred into any other 
Language, without the Lofs of the fpecifick Spirit. 
Make Dmoflbenes fpeak Latin, or t utty Grtek, and 
you will foon difcover this. Try to turn Milton, or 
Pope, or Swift, into Latin, Greek, or any other 
Language. Let the Spetlators be put into French 
by the firft ProfejTor of Eloquence in the Royal 
College, and ydu will not know them to be the 
fame. 'Tis as'imppflible as the Tranfmutation of 
Metals; and, as I apprehend, for this Reafon, be- 
caufe the Mother Tongue takes its Rife from 
Things thcmfelves, and 'from the different Lights 
in which Objects or Truths make their 6rft Entrance 
into the Mind. It is the firft and pureft Tranfcript 
of Nature, which is ever conceived better from the 
Originals, as they firft appear to the Senfes or the 
Mind on the Spot, end raife the Virgin Affeftions 
and Paflions, than as they arc apprehended by Pcr- 
fons of other Countries, and clothed in foreign 
ExprcTiore. The Originals, whether titer Works 
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of Nature or Art, Aftion, Character, or a Com* 
pofition of fome or all of them, raife the Ideas 
quicker and ftronger in the Brain, and confequently 
their Impreffions are more natural and durable. Be- 
fides, what is called Humour, that is, each Man's 
particular Mode of conceiving and telling Things, 
or of afting and behaving in the grave or lighter 
Concerns of Life, can be taken into the Mind no 
where but upon the Spot ; and as there is a national 
as well as perfonal Humour, and this mixes more 
or lefs in almoft every Narration, whether in Profe 
or Verfe, and as Englijh People abound with this 
more than any other ; it is the Duty of every Eng- 
lijh Man to prefer and cultivate to the utmoft his 
native Language, that he may enjoy all that Infinity 
of Pleafure, which is derived from the Spirit, Li- 
berty, good Senfe, and inimitable Humour of his 
Countrymen. Nor would I have this underftood, 
as if it was faid in Derogation of the Latin School. 
No s far from this,' considering how great a Part 
of the Englijh Tongue is derived from the Latin ■, 
that all the Terms of Art and Science in the learn- 
ed Profeflions are taken from the Greek and Latin ; 
and that there is Abundance of ufeful Knowledge 
which can be acquired in no other Language ; it is 
abfolutely incumbent oji thofe who ftudy to capaci- 
tate themfelves for thofe Profeflions, or 'who aim at 
a general Education and Acquaintance with Books, 
to gain a thorough Knowledge of Latin and Greek. 
Add to this, that the chief Part of the Syftem of the 
Englijh School, which is to learn Youth to write 
and ipeak it with Purity, is propofed to be ufed in 
the Latin Schools, which will thereby be render- 
ed much better, and of more extenfive Ufe. 

The Newnefs and Peculiarity of this School made 
it neceflary to give a diftinct Account of it : But 
what the Publick ought principally to be told, and 
to confider, is, that the prefent Mode of Educati- 
on 



[ 26 ] 

on is calculated to fave Time, and, by good Order 
and Discipline, to fix in theChildrens Mind an early 
Senfe and Love of Right and Decorum, of a mo- 
deft and juft Behaviour. It is apprehended, that 
by the Methods propofed to be here ufed, Know- 
ledge of Languages will be acquired much fooner, 
and all the while good Principles may be inflilled 
into the Soul ; the Dilpofitions, if bad, corrected } 
if good, encouraged. The Boys may be made to 
love Learning, to crave it with Earneftnefs, and to 
apply it to their Manners with Quicknels. They 
may be brought to love their Mafters, and when the 
Childrens Affections are gained by thofe who pre- 
fide in the Schools, they may make fuch Diftincti- 
ons, difpofe of their Praifes and Reproaches, of 
their Rewards and Punifhments to fuch Advantage ; 
as to make every Boy difcern Right and Wrong, 
end engage all his Paffions early on their proper Ob- 
jects. They may raife an inextinguilhable Emula- 
tion, fuch an ardent Defire to excel, as fhall take 
the Lead of all the Paffions. They may feed it 
with every worthy Character, recorded to have ap- 
peared either in former or later Times in every Part 
of the World. Pupils thus taught, will, of their 
own Accord, introduce a Sort of Honour and mo- 
deft Preferment of each other into their very Diver- 
fions ; they will fcorn to cheat, or over-reach, or 
{ake any undue Advantage, or ufe any over-bear- 
ing Treatment or Language, and whoever does, 
?tho.' Accufations mould not be encouraged) ought 
to be expofed. The principal Part of Education 
amongft the Orientals, old Grecians, and early 
Romans, confifted in the Management of the Chil- 
drens Diverfions, Exercifes and Meals ; thefe being 
thought of equal Importance with liberal Arts and 
Sciences. Manly and noble were their Exercifes, 
their Appetites in perfect Subjection, and their 
Manners formed on the Rules of juft Courtefy and 

rational 
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rational Complaifance. Pity they are not more imi- 
tated, as this would certainly promote Hardinefs, 
Temperance, Modefty, Emulation, Friendlinefs, 
Opennefs of Temper, Generofity, a Senfe of Ho- 
nour, and Love of Virtue. 

It mould be well confidered, how to make a 
juft Advantage of that ufeful Paflion Shame, the 
Barrier of Virtue ; for the Delicacy of its Nature 
is fuch, that tho' with good Management it may 
be of infinite Afliftance in the Formation of the 
Ghildrens Manners, yet unfpeakable Hurt may be 
done by an injudicious and too frequent Application 
to it. 

Correction likewife is fometimes neceffary 5 
but it is propofed that thb be adminiftred with the 
utmoft Prudence and Caution, never whilft under 
the Force or Effects of fudden Paflion ; gentle 
ihould be the Reproaches at firft ; then, if not re- 
garded, louder and more pointed ; and even if not 
then minded, it Ihould be well confidered, whe- 
ther it may be a proper Time to come to Extremi- 
ties ; for on this depends the Prefervation of the 
Child ; if they have their proper Effect, he is fa- 
ved, if not, he is ruined. 

I refcrve to the Iaft, as being of the molt Confe- 
quence, that great Care ought to be taken to inftil 
into the Minds of the Children juft and folid Notions 
of Religion. The Matters will be inftru&ed to have 
this always in their View, lince every thinking Man 
muft be fenfible that if thefe be neglected, all the 
other Parts of Education will avail little ; it is there- 
fore propofed to begin and end with Prayers, to be 
made fuitable to the Occafion ; and thb not as a 
Formality, but an Aft of proper and neceffary De- 
votion to draw down the divine Bleffing on their 
Endeavours, without which they cannot expect 
Succefi. 

On 
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Oh this Subject two Things occur to me wor- 
thy of Confideratton, and fome better Regulation 
than has hitherto been obferved. The firft relates to 
the facred Name of God, and the other to the Ufe 
of the holy Scriptures. As to the firft, great Care 
mould be taken that when it occurs in School Exer- 
cifes, it be pronounced with Reverence. Was that 
holy, tremendous and all perfect Spirit, feen with the 
Eyes of the Mind when his facred Name is read, 
which would be the Cafe, did Perfons attend to what 
they read, the Heart would neceflarily feel Venera- 
tion, Adoration and dutiful Regard, and we mould 
ftop a while at the divine Majefty of the Perfonage : 
Grave and religious Men. actually do fo ; thofe emi- 
nent Philofophers Mr. Boyle and Dr. Boerhaave, ne- 
ver ufed this holy Name without a Paufe, and a (hort 
mental Ejaculation of Adqration and Praifc. Now 
as Children do not know what it means, if when it 
occurs, the Matters pronounce it, and they be per- 
mitted to gabble it over in the fame carelefs Man- 
ner as Mars, or Mercury, or Bacchus ; from hence 
there will arife an habitual Irreverence, which may 
remain even when they know better. This there- 
fore Ihould be avoided, and the Matters ufe thfrn- 
felves to fome.. dittinguifhing Mark of Reverence 
when it is neceflarily to be pronounced ; and it may 
be of Ufe in their Exercifes, inttead of the Name, 
to mention fome Part of the divine Character, as 
the Creator or Governor of the World, the invifi- 
ble. eternal Spirit, the univerfal Parent, the Good 
Being, - the ■ All-powerful, All-knowing, All-direB- 
ijig Spirit : Together with this cautious Ufe of 
the Name, let particular Care be taken that worthy 
Sentiments of the Divine Supreme Being be by every 
poflible. Method inllilled into the Minds of the 
Scholars; Abftraft Notions confound the Heads of 
Youth . His Exercife of Jgftice, his Love of his 
Creatures, his Impartiality, and Delight in their Im- 
provement 
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provement and Happinefs, muft be engraven on their 
tender Minds with great Clearnefs and Simplicity, 
fo as that their little Souls may be early taught to 
honour and love his Character. This adorable Be- 
ing ought to be fpoke of with great Devotion, and 
with a fuitable Perfuafivenefs, as the affectionate and 
tender Parent of their Parents and themfelves, whom 
they ought to love, becaufe he loves them more 
than their natural Parents or Relations can do, and 
can difpofe their own little Hearts aright, and in- 
fluence the Hearts of others in their Favour •, and 
therefore they ought to be careful by Prayer and 
Goodnefs to engage his divine Majefty to affift them 
in their Studies, and to give them Wifdom, and to 
make them ufeful in the World. Heaven mould 
be fpoke of as a Place where Jehovah fits upon 
his Throne, and at a proper Time will call to him 
all fuch as have gone through their Studies with Di- 
ligence, and, in Virtue of a good Education, have 
faithfully dtfcharged their Duties in their refpective 
Stations here below. Our bleffed Saviour mould be 
reprefented as fitting at the Right-hand of the Throne 
of his Father, the Patron, Guardian, Protector, and 
the Head of the univerfal Church, and Lord of the 
Souls of Men, fending the molt holy and bleffed 
Spirit to aflift and fenctify them while in this lower 
World; and difpenfing immenfe Rewards and Pre- 
ferments to them, when by Death they fliall be 
tranflated to a better. 

This is to be the more earneftly recommended 
to the Mafter, as the filial and dutiful Reverence of 
God, and the Exercife of the Affections towards 
him, is too too much neglected? Suffer me, tho' it 
may be deemed a Digrefiion, to fay fomething on fo 
interefting a Subject. What can make Ingratitude 
towards God a lefs Crime than towards our Fellow 
Creatures ? Is it that this divine Spirit is not as free 
and as deliberate in the Diftribution of his Favours 

as 
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as Man is ? When before the Creation there was an 
univerfal Blank, when nothing exifted of what our 
Eyes now behold, and the Almighty had under his 
Confideration, and within his Option, a great Va- 
riety of Beings, muft it not be perfect Choice, and 
the utmoft Liberty of Action, to bring into Ex- 
iftence any, and what Sort of Beings, he pleated ? 
If then he was gracioufly pleafed to form Man after 
his own Image, and in his own Likenefs, and to 
confer upon him the ineftimable Bleffings of Intelli- 
gence and Liberty, does not this infer an Obligati- 
on ? And where an intelligent Being finds himfelf 
under an Obligation, is it not highly reafonable to 
■acknowledge it, and to return Affection for it? I lay, 
does it not enter into the Effence of an Obligation, 
that the Perfon who confers it, knows the Value of 
the Favour conferred, and may withhold it if he 
pleafes ? And if he does not withhold it, when at 
perfect Liberty to beftow or not, does not this ne- 
ceflarily engage the Praife and Thankfgiving of the 
Obliged ? Does it make a Difference in Point of Af- 
fection and Duty, whether it be the Supreme or a 
fubordinate Being who confers the Favour ? 

On a fair Anfwer to thefe Queftions, Reafon will 
pronounce, that as the Abfence of the good Affec- 
tions towards a proper Object is a great Fault, fuch 
Fault muft needs be the greater when the Object is 
raoft deferving ; and confequently we mail do no 
Injuftice to our Natures, if we place Irreligion and 
Indevotion among the moft odious Crimes. 

Again ; Are not the good Affections among the 
natural Excellencies and Perfections of the divine 
Nature? Are they not the Source and Fountain from 
whence fpring fo many kind and good Providences 
towards his Creatures? Revelation exprefly attri- 
butes them to God, nor think this is by Way 
of an indulgent Complaifance to our weak Com- 

prehen- 
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prehenfions, but as the jufteft and trueft Deftfipticm 
of the real Difpofition of the Almighty. No* if 
the Supreme Being be an affectionate and loving 
Spirit, and all his Grace and Favour to us accom- 
panied with Lore, are we not, in this View of 
Things, extremely faulty, to remain without any 
Return of Love for him ? No one who is really be- 
loved by another here below, can avoid the Con- 
demnation of his Heart, if his own Affections are 
not at the fame Time raifed towards him. The 
very Brutes, who difcover Fondnefs for us, raife in 
us a Tendernefs for them : Love fhewn by any of 
our own Species certainly kindles in every well dif- 
pofed Breaft, a warm Return of Affection : — Should 
not then, in the Eye of Reafon, the Loving-kind- 
hefs of the Lord kindle in our Breads the greateft 
and molt ardent Affection towards his divine Ma- 
jefty. How amazing then, how affecting to a con- 
fiderate Mind muft be the Obfervation or the little 
Devotion which is paid, by the Generality of Men, 
to this worthier): and molt rational Object of their 
Reverence, Love and Gratitude ! If therefore Edu- 
cation is not pointed againft, and does not actually 
remedy this Evil, whatever elfe it does is of little or 
no Confequence to the Soul, either in this World, or 
in that which is to come. 

The other Thing that occurs to me, relates 
to the holy Scriptures. Tho' they cannot be in 
too common Ufe, and the fooner and the oftner 
they are read the better, yet as by the Introduction 
of them into the School Exercifes, and for the learn- 
ing of Languages, or Words, or Letters, there a- 
rifes a Difguft to them, or at belt an infipid and 
carelefs Ufe of them ; to prevent this, my Notion 
is, and I offer it with the utmoft Caution, that 
thefe Books be taught in feparate and diftinct Lec- 
tures, and treated as containing a Meffage from the 
moft high Jehovah to Mankind, committed to his 

raoft 
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firioft bleffed Son, lent exprefly from Heaven. (6 
deliver it ; and furthexj that there are in them Mat- 
ters of the utmoft Conlequence to our everlafting 
Salvation. After this is well uriderftood, the eafy 
Parts Ihould be read firft, and explained to them in 
their native Tongue, or in Latin, or Greek, when 
thefe Languages are become familiar, then the 
more difficult Paffages Ihould be treated of; and 
herein a juft and proper Order fhould be obferved 
as the Underftanding opens, and ean bear them ; al- , 
ways remembering, that the Scripture every where 
takes for granted, that Men are confeious there is 
in them a Power of Reafoning, moral Senie, ibcial 
Affection, Love of Truth, Approbation of good 
Actions and Characters, and Love of Efteem 5 to- 
gether with the Pains of Remorfe, Shame and 
Sympathy. It is on the real Exiftence of thefe 
Qualities and Affections in the human Soiil, that 
the Prophets in fuch pathetick Strains call upon 
Men to make the Almighty the Object of their 
Love and Adoration, and to exercife towards his 
divine Majefty in the higheft Degree the fame 
Gratitude, Awe and Reverence, which they fee 
good and . grateful Men exercife towards their 
Benefactors here, and for which they are univer- 
fally admired and beloved. Thefe Qualities are 
con-nacural.to the Soul ; . and. tho' weakened and 
impair'd', yet not totally extinguifhed by the Fall. 
They make up in fhort the Relemblance which 
forms the Likeneft and Image of God, after which 
holy Writ fays we were at firft made. To thefe 
the Scripture conftantly addreffes itfelf; thefe are 
put into Motion by Grace ; to thefe are applied, as 
Seed to well prepared Ground, all thofe gracious 
Difcourfes of our Saviour and his Apoftles; on 
thefe the Holy Ghofi exerts his efficacious Influen- 
ces ; from thefe the Saint is produced elecl, preci- 
ous ; thefe are fome of the Materials out of which 
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we are built up a Jpiritual Houfe, a royal Priefibood^ 
a cbofen Generation, an holy Nation, a peculiar People'. 
From thefe the perfetl Man is formed, and by them 
we attain to the Meafure of the Stature of tie Fulnefi 
of Cbrift. 

Thefe Things duly preffed, together with the 
ChildrensconftantAttendanceat their respective Places 
of Worfhip (a Point likewife to be ftrongly infilled 
on) will be the likelieft Means to fecure a juft Re- 
verence to the King of Kings, and to the infpired 
Writings of the Old andNew TeftamenC. 

I now proceed to my laft general Head ; To ex* 
bort attprefent to give their utmoft Encouragement t» 
this pious Institution. 

To relieve another under prelfing Afflictions, is a 
very laudable Act. — To beaffiduous to findoutthe 
Unfortunate and Miferable, and to adminifter fuita- 
ble and quick Relief, conftitutes the Character of a 
good Man. — Were many fuch good Perfons in any 
one Place, the Evils of Life would there be con- 
siderably decreafed. — By well concerted Schemes to 
introduce into a Country a Number of fenfible and 
virtuous Men* or to make them fo who live already 
in it, and to make a Provifion for a Supply of fuch 
good Men in future Times, is the nobleft Effort of 
the human Underftanding. This laft, the higheft 
Step in this enumerated Gradation of Good,, is the 
Objeft of the Intention of thofe who plann'd the 
Inftitution now to be recommended to you : it has 
therefore the jufteft Claims to your Attention and 
Afliftance. The Good which under the divine Blef- 
Iing it will immediately produce^ is very cpnfidera- 
ble ; but in no wife to be put into Competition with its 
falutary Effects on the riling Generation. More Evils 
may be prevented by it,' than (were they for want 
of it fuffered to exift) cou'd be remedied by all the 
virtuous Men of the Place put together, aided with 
all the Power and Wealth of the Community- 
B Who- 



t 34 1 

Whoever then,lifts himfelf amongft theContributots, 
is with them co-operating for the publiek Weal, pro- 
jecting, and confutting the Good of Thousands, the 
Good of theni who are in the - Womb of Time 
tq the Jateft Pofterity.. O rational, glorious, and 
godlike Employment ! CheriJh, mf dear Brethren, 
this Mpofition in yourfelves arid your Fellow Citi- 
zens ; you don't know to what Length it may go ; 
if, as Tome project, others are ftill as ready to exe- 
cute, undervaluing perfonal Trouble and Expence j 
I can, without the Impeachment of an over-fond 
Love of Country, pronounce this will become a 
moft admired and happy Province. 

W'th what , a Tranrport of Joy then do I now 
prepare to befpeak your Favour for an Undertaking 
of to extenfiv'e a Benefit ! 

And, firft, the Principles of Duty engage me to 
addrefs myfelf to ToU,. Sir, to whom the Care of 
this Government is committed, in Favour of 
this Academical Collection of Schools. 'Tis what 
Vbu have long rather Wifhed for, and lamented the 
Loft of, than ever expected. This you did when 
in a private Station ; what may not then be expected 
how . the Event is come to pafs, not only in your 
own Time, but in your own-Adminiftration ? Ju- 
ftice calls on the Truftees to expreis their grateful 
Senfe of what you have already done. Their Know- 
ledge of the warm Place it has in your Breaft, 
makes them with the fincereft Confidence ready to 
confult and advife with you, and to indulge large 
Hopes of the Continuance of your Protection and 
Liberality. The Senfe and Morals of the Peo- 
ple are as much the Object of the Care of a good 
Governor, as their Lives and Properties ; a Confi- 
deration which will undoubtedly lead yoU, confcien- 
tious in the'Difcharge of your high Truft, to pro- 
mote its Succefs with a peculiar Zeal. Happy, if 
the Publiek may thence be provided with Perfons of 
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folid Biery, and Lovers of Chrift, iram aCqnvj&i- 
on of the. Truth and Excellency of the Chriftian 
Religion ; able Counfellors to aflift and advife in 
the arduous Affairs of Government} wife, vir- 
tuous, and knowing Magiftrates to adminifter Ju- 
ftice ; fenfible and learned Freeholders to furnifh an 
improving and rational Converjation •, and finally, 
Men in all Ranks and Stations, of all Trades and 
Profeffions, well qualified to ferve their Country, 
as they may be refpefiively wanted to fill the necefc 
firy Offices and Duties of the Common Wealth. 

I now beg Leave to addrefs you, Gendemen, 
who have taken upon you the great Truft of 
carrying into Execution the Plan of Education 
propofed to be obferved in this Academy. And I 
would do it in the moft affeftionate Manner, having 
the Honour to be not only of your Acquaintance, 
but in your Friendfhip. What I fay will be only de- 
claratory of the firm Purpofes of your own Hearts, 
and of the Expeftations of the Publick. The Eyes 
of all are upon you, and as an abfolute Confidence 
is placed in your perfonal Probity, Diligence and 
Abilities, it is expefted that you will be mighty 
careful in your Examination of the Talents and Mo- 
rals of all who offer for Inftruftors in the feveral 
Schools. That you admit none from a partial Fa- 
vour or Affection, or from an ill-judged- Compaf- 
lion to the Lownefs of their Circumftances, or any 
other Confideration than Merit previoufly exami- 
ned, and after mature Confideration approved. 
That you fee every Thing with your own Eyes, and 
for that Purpofethat you be frequent in your Vifits 
to the Schools, and be careful to make the Reftor 
report at proper Periods of Time the State of each 
School, and the Improvement of the Scholars, 
that it may be timely feen if any ufef ul Additions or 
Alterations ought to be made to the Plan. That 
fince you ftand . engaged to give all becoming En- 
D 2 cou ' 
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couragemenrs to the Scholars, you will not fail to 
give diftinguilhing Marks of your Favour to fuch as 
deferve well of you by their Advancement in Lite- 
rature ; and if any mall difcover more than ordina- 
ry Talents, which will want your Aflifbance to be 
•improved to their utmoft Extent, that you be not 
backward in giving it. And in particular, that you 
do not fuffer any Regard to Party, Kindred, or 
Friendlhip, to byafs you in your Judgments, but 

■ that every Thing be done with Candour, Affection, 
and a difinterefted Attachment to perfonal Defert, 
and the Reputation of the Academy. And may 
the Almighty direct, favour and blefs your Councils. 

Order now calls upon me to addrefs you, who 
prefide in the Schools. The generous Love of 
Learning, of which you have given fo ample a 
Teftimony, by the ready Tender of your Services, 
■gives Room to expect all that Abilities, Integrity 
and Care can do for the Youth committed to your 

■ Tuition. The Rector has a Precedency given him, 
from which both he and you may draw many Ad- 
vantages ; you will never want one to confult with 
who, on all Occafions, will be fure to give you af- 
fectionate Advice, and reprefent to the Truftees 
any Difficulties or Inconveniencies which may occur 
in Trufts of fo complex a Nature : You may fpeak 
with perfect Freedom to him, tho' I am perfuaded 
it will not be without a juft Regard to his Superiori- 
ty : And he will make no other Ufe of the Prefi- 
dentfhip, than to render your refpective Duties eafy 
arid delightful to you ; he will be a ready Fellow- 
Labourer with you ; his Good-nature, Prudence 
and Moderation, will make him think that he has 
no Authority placed in him but for the Good, 
and from a Regard to the Order and Subordination 
necefTary to be obferved in fuch a Collection of 

"Schools ; nor will you fiiffer fo unbecoming a 
•Thought to enter into your Minds, as that your 

re- 
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refpeftive Merits are hereby in any Manner depre- 
ciated, or not duly confidered. In truth, he who 
does the beft will gain the greateft Efteem. Con- 
fpire then unanimoufly and fervently in railing the 
Name and Reputation of the Academy, and in af- 
fifting the Truftees to put every Branch of Bufinels 
on the firmed and molt beneficial Eftablilhment. 
Make it your Study to obtain the Affection of your 
Scholars, to find out their Genius, to direct it well, 
to watch their Morals, Tempers and Behaviour, 
and by your Tendernefs and well-judg'd Commen- 
dations and Reproofs, to infufe into their Minds 
the Love of Learning : Adapt their Exercifes and 
Learning to the State of their Underftanding, Me- 
mory, or any Infirmities they may labour under 
from their particular Conftitutions of Mind or Body : 
Above all, Teftifyyour Concern for a religious De- 
portment, nor ever fuffer the facred Name of God 
to be prophaned, or any rude, immoral, or indecent 
Expreflions to be uttered. You will take all Op- 
portunities to reprefent the Chriftian Religion in its na- 
tive and genuine Excellency and Perfection : As the 
kindeft and fulleft Inftruftion of the wifeft of Be- 
ings, and the moft affectionate of Parents : As a 
Syftem of Laws authoritatively publifhed for the 
fole Rule of Faith and Manners, and compleatly 
calculated to promote every Intereft Men can have 
either as difcretionary Tenants in this World, or as 
Inheritors, by divine Favour, of the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; and may the Lord impart, unto you the 
Truth, and with it perfect Freedom, and a Difpo- 
fition to do all to his Glory, and the Good of the 
Souls committed to your Care, 

I am under very ftrong Ties ofAffecYion towards 
you my Fellow Citizens, who comppfe the remain- 
ing Part of this Audience, and lhall endeavour to 
Form my particular Addrefc to you in Terms an- 
fwrerable to my Efteem of you. As an Inftance of 
Pj the 
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tQe Reality of my. Regard, I have not fo rriuch as 
attempted to apply to your Palfibhs in this Dili 
cburfe, But to your Underftandings, in my Endea- 
vours to prove the abfolute Necefilty, and uh-> 
lpeakable Benefit of a liberal Education. I am riot 
cbricern'd to ralfe a momentary Warmth in your 
Breads, but to engage your Judgments, ana in 
Confequence thereof, your Affections, in Behalf of 
tfte Academy. I hope to hear you enquire frequent- 
ly and importunately, of the Suceefs of tftefe Schools, 
as if you thought yourfelveS more than ordinarily 
joterefted therein : I have often been a delighted 
Witnefs of the vaft Pleafure you receive, when 
Strangers exprefs favourable Sentiments of the ad- 
vanced State of this Colony ; this is a good Omen 
in their Favour. I would not damp this juft and 
becoming Spirit j may your Children inherit it, and 
be enabled to perpetuate the Advantages you enjoy. 
One may venture to pronounce, that, imbued with 
good Principles, intimately acquainted with the 
ancient and modern Conftitutions of Kingdoms; 
their Souls fired with the E xam pks of the woTthy 
Characters, with the noble Sentiments, and perfect 
Models of Antiquity ; pafleffed of a well-grounded 
and complete Knowledge in Arts and Sciences; 
they will preferve the facred Depofite of all your 
juftly efteemed Privileges, and deliver them down, 
with ftill greater Improvement, to the lateft Po- 
sterity. 

And how to bring this Difcourfe towards a Con- 
clufion : There is one Science worth all the reft, and 
to which all of us may attain ; and, Oh ! that ! 
could find Language powerful enough to give it its 
juft Recommendation ; I mean, the Science of Liv- 
ing well ; in this all are concerned, but principally 
thofe who are advanced in Years, for on thefe the 
Eyes of the Young are naturally fixed, and from 
them they take their Meafures. Alas, could it be 
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feen what a mighty Twin of Evils doe» frequently 
follow one bad Example, it. would amaze the beft 
informed Man amongft us ! Tho' the Evils^hich 
we fee every Day oocalioned by bad Lives, are ve- 
ry numerous, and of the worft Sort, yet they are 
not to be put in Goraparifon with the fecret' and 
unperceiv'd Mifchiefs produced by their Influence 
on the prefent and fuceeeding Generations i Suffer 
me, to prefent this fad View of Things, with all be- 
coming Earneftnefs, to fuch as have the Direction 
and Care of Families. 

You* Children knowing that you have gone 
thro* Life before them, and thinking that you are 
perfectly well acquainted with what relates to it, 
place an abfolute Confidence- in what you fay and 
do, and have an entire Dependance on your Judg- 
ments and Practices. Believe me, your Children 
are nice Obfervers of your Behaviour, not only in 
Matters wherein they themfelves are immediately 
concerned, but in fuch as relate to others ; and per- 
haps in thefe latter, a great deal more than you think 
of ; it is no Secret to them that in thefe you aft 
without Referve, and on full and free Choice ; and 
therefore from thefe more than from your immediate 
Conduct towards them, they form their Notions of 
the Value and Goodnefs of Actions and Characters. 
Now let me afk you ferioufly, Are you not extremely 
unjuft to thefe little Ones, your own Flefli and 
Blood, and for whom you feel and exprefs fo much 
Tendernefs, if as they grow up, you do not form 
your own Examples on the Models of Piety and 
Goodnefs, for their eafy Obfervance and Imitation? 
Are you not aware, that without this, neither your 
own, nor their Matters Leflbns or Corrections can 
avail. Let therefore the Principles of Juftice and 
natural Affection to your Children, engage you to 
lead holy and good Lives. 

D 4 Ir 
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If you have the Misfortune to live by wicked 
'and bad Neighbours, as fuch Perlbns necefiarily 
-foorier or later fall into Difafters and afflictive 
Circumftarices, thefe too will furnilh good Lectures 
to your Children and Dependants ; Oh, what a 
mighty Advantage would it be to them, if every 
now and then you took Occafion, from feme emi- 
nent Calamity befalling any one who lived in the 
notorious Neglect of Goodnefe and Virtue, or in the 
open Practice of Vice, to fet forth to your Families 
in a plain and affecting Manner, the certain Connexi- 
on between the fad Event and the wicked Man's Way 
of Living, and this not with too much Strictnefsand 
. Formality, but in the Way of Converfation and Fami- 
ly Difcourfe, and at a Time when you find your 
Children and Servants in a fit and attentive Difpo- 
fition. It can fcarce be believed what an Effect 
thofe little occafional Hiftories would have on the 
Minds of the Young. The Calamity being before their 
Eyes; and its Caufes made evident, their Paflions 
would be all in Motion, and their Memories vaftly 
retentive : On their firft being tempted to do an ill 
Thing, thefe fad Confequences would recur to them, 
and with their Shame and Modefty, the natural 
Barrier of Youth, preferve them from bad Courfes, 
till their own Judgment fhould attain its Ripenefs, 
and come with a pure and uncorrupted Force to 
their Advice and Afliftance. 

But exclufive of theft Considerations refpeifting 
others, let us learn this Science of Living well from 
Motives refpeifting our own HappineG. By being 
good in ourielves, and ufeful to the World, we 
are in the proper Exercifes of our rational Nature, 
our Afteiftions then fallen on their proper Objects, 
and we gradually recover the Purity, and Dignity, 
and Excellency of our primitive Nature^ made for 
the Practice of Benevolence and focial Virtue : We 
evidence the divine Original of our Souls, and everi 
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here tafte fome of the choiceft of the Joys of the 
Bleffed above, fo that our Tranfition from Earth to 
Heaven will be eafy and natural. O bleffed Science, 
which thus prepares and exalts us thro' divine 
Grace unto a State of Glory. To conclude : 

Whether there be Tongues, they ihall ceafe ; 
whether there be Knowledge, it mall vanifh away, 
but this Science of Living well, Ihall remain. Death 
indeed removes us from all further Ufe of human 
Knowledge, and the Exercife of human Improve- 
ments, but it does not remove us from the Prac- 
tice of Goodnefs, it does not take away the Joys 
refulting from the Poffeflion of Piety, Beneficence 
and Charity : So far from this, Death will mightily 
enlarge their Sphere cf Action, prefent a much 
nobler World, where the Adepts in this Science in- 
ftead of bringing forth the tender Buds and Blof- 
fomings of growing Virtue, will be enabled to bring 
forth the Fruits of Righteoufhefs and Holinefs, m 
their juft Perfection, even in angelick Maturity. In 
Ihort, a good Man embraces Death as opening to 
him the happy Place where the Spirits of juft Men 
made perfect are reaping the Rewards of their Vir- 
tue, even fupreme and inconceivable Happinefs, 
fucb as Eye batb not [ten, nor Ear beard, nor bath it 
entered into tbe Heart of Man.to conceive ; which that 
we may all receive, may God of his infinite Me*- 
cy grant, thro' the Merits of our Lord Jesus 
Christ : To whom, with the Holy Ghoft, be the 
Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, now. and for 
ever, Amen. 
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CONSTITUTIONS 

OF THE 



Publick Academy, 



I'tf THE 

CITY of PHILADELPHIA* 

AS nothing can mote effectually contribute 
■t« the Cultivation and Improvement of a 
Country;theWifdom,Richesand Strength, 
Virtue and Piety, the Welfare and Hap- 
fjnefs of a People, than a proper Education of 
-Youth, by forming their Manners, Imbuing their 
tender Minds with Principles of Rectitude and Mo- 
rality, inftrufting them in theDead and Living Lan- 
guages, particularly their Mother-Tongue, and all 
ufeful Branches of liberal Arts and Sciences ; for 
attaining thefe great and important Advantages, fo 
•far as the prefent State of our Infant-Country will 
admit, and laying a Foundation for Pofterity to e- 
re£t a Seminary of Learning more extenfive and 
fuitable to their future Circumftances ; An Aca- 
demy for teaching the Latin and Greek Languages, 
the Englijh tongue grammatically, and as a Language, 
the moft ufeful living foreign Languages, French, 
German, and Spanijh ; as Matters of Erudition na- 
turally flowing from the Languages, Hipry, Geogra- 
phy 
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fbf, Chronology, Logiek and Rbetoritk, Wiling, AHth~ 
tUtkk; the fevtral Brunches of theMathematitks; Na+ 
turd and Mechanic Philofopby ; Drawing in Perfpec- 
tfvt, and every other Part of ufeful beaming and 
Knowledgej lhall be let up, maintained and have 
Gbntinuanee within the City of Philadelphia, in 
Manner foHbwing. Twenty-four Peffons, To wit, 
James Logan, Thomas Lawrence, William Mm, John 
Ingtis, Tenth Francis; WtUiarn- Makers, Uoyd Za- 
chdry, Samuel kCGall, junior, Jojeph burner, Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Thomas Leech; WiBam Sbippen, Ro- 
bert StretteU, Philip Syng, Charles Wilting, Phineas 
Send, Richard Peters, ylbraham Taylor, Thomas' 
Bond, Thomas Hopkhfon, William Plutnftead, Jojhm 
Maddux, Thomas White, and William Coleman, of 
the City of Philadelphia, ftiail be Trustees to be- 

fin and carry into Execution this good and pious 
Jndertaking, who lhall not for any Services by 
them as Traftees performed-, claim: or receive any 
Reward or Cempefifation ; which Number lhall al- 
ways be continued, but nevef exceeded, ibpon- any 
Motive whatever. 

When any Truftee fliaH remove his Habitation 
far from the City of Philadelphia, refide beyond 
Sea, or die, the remaining Traftees IJiaU with all 
convenient Speed, proceed to elect another, refiding 
in or near the City, to fill the Place of the abfenting 
or deceafed Pcrfon. 

The Truftees ftiall have general Conventions 
once in every Month, and may, on fpecial Occa- 
lionS, meet at other Times on Notice, at fome con- 
venient Place within the City of Philadelphia, to 
tranfaft the Bufinefs incumbent on them ; and ihaU, 
in the Gazette, advertize the Time and Place of 
their general Conventions.' 

Not»i»c lhall be tranfafted by the Truftees, or 
under their Authority, alone, unlefs the fame be 
voted by a Majority of their whole Number, if at a 

general 
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general Convention ) and if at afpecial Meeting, 
by a like Majority, upon perfonal Notice given to 
each Truftee, at lead one Day before, to attend. 

The Truftees fliall at their firft Meeting elect a 
President for One Year, whofe particular Duty it 
fliall be, when prefent, to regulate their Debates, 
and ftate the proper Queftions ariling from them, 
and to order Notices to be given of the Times and 
Places of their fpecial Conventions. And the like 
Election fliall be annually made, at their firft Meet- 
ing, after the Expiration of each Year. 

The Truftees fliall annually choofe one of their 
own Members for a Treasurer, who Hull receive 
all Donations, and Money due to them, and dif- 
burfe and lay out the fame, according to their Or- 
ders s and at the End of each Year, pay the Sum 
remaining in his Hands to his Succeffor. 

All Contracts and Aflurances for Payment of 
Money to them, fliall be made in the Name of the 
Treafurer for the Time being, and declared to be 
in Truft for the Ufe of the Truftees. 

The Truftees may appoint a Clerk, whofe Duty 
in particular it fliall be, to attend them in their ge- 
neral and fpecial Conventions, to give Notice • in 
"Writing to the Members, of the Time, Place, and 
Defign of any fpecial Meetings ; to regifter all their 
Proceedings, and extract, a State of their Accounts 
annually, to be publithed in the Gazette ; for which 
they may pay him fuch Salary as they fliall think, 
rcalbnable. 

The Truftees fliall, with all convenient Speed, 
after figning thefe Conftitutions, contract with any 
Perfon that offers, who they fliall judge mod capa- 
ble, of teaching the Latin and Greek Languages, 
Hijiory, Geography, Chronology and Rhetorick ; hav- 
ing great Regard at the fame Time to his Polite 
Speaking, Writing, and Underftanding the Englijh 
tongue ; which Perfon fliall in Fact be, and fliall be 
ftiled, the Rector of the Academy. The 
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The Truftees may contract with the ReClor for 
the Term of Five Years, or lefs, at their Difcreti- 
on, for the Sum of Two Hundred Pounds a Year. 

The Reftor lhall be obliged, without the Afli- 
ftance of any Uiher, to teach Twenty Scholars, 
the Latin and Greek Languages, and at the fame 
Time, according to the bed of his Capacity, to in- 
ftruft them in Hiftory, Geography, Chronology, Lo- 
gick, Rbetorick, and the Englijh Tongue ; and Twen- 
ty-five Scholars more for every Uflier provided for 
him, who lhall be entirely fubjeft to his DireQion. 

The Reilor mail upon all Occafions, confident 
with his Duty in the Latin School, afiilt the Englijh 
Mafier, in improving the Youth under his Care, 
and fuperintend the InftrucBon of all the Scholars in 
the other Branches of Learning, taught within the 
Academy, and fee that the Matters in each Art and 
Science perform their Duties. 

The Truftees lhall, with all convenient Speed, 
contrail: with any Perfon that offers, who they lhall 
judge mod capable, of teaching the Englijh Tongue 
grammatically, and as a Language, Hiftory, Geogra- 
phy, Chronology, Logick and Oratory \ which Perfon 
mall be filled the English Master. 

The Truftees may contract with the. Englijh 
Mafter for the Term of Five Years, or lefs, at 
their Difcretion, for the Sum of One Hundred 
Pounds a Year: 

The Englijh Mafter lhall be obliged, without the 
Afliftance of any Ulher, to teach Forty Scholars the 
Englijh Tongue grammatically, and as a Language ; 
and at the lame Time, according to the heft of , his 
Capacity, to inftrucf, them in Hiftory, Geography, 
Chronology, Logick, and Oratory ; and Sixty Scholars 
more for every Ulher provided for him. 

The Ulhers for the Latin and Greek School, fliall 
be admitted, and at Pleafure removed, by the Tru- 
ftees and the Rctlor, or a Majority of them. 

The 
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Tub Ufhers for the Bngiijh School, fhall be ad- 
mitted, and at Pieafure removed, by the Truftees 
and the Englijh M*fter, or a Majority of them. 

The Truftees mall contract with each Ufher, to 
pay him what they /hall judge proportionable to his 
Capacity and Merit. 

Neither the ReSior, nor Englijh Mafter fhall be 
removed, unlefs difabled by Sicknefs, or other natu- 
ral Infirmity, or for grofs voluntary Neglect of Du- 
ty, continued after two Admonitions from the 
Truftees, or for committing infamous Crimes ; and 
fuch Removal be voted by three Fourths of the 
Truftees s after which their Salaries refpectively fhall 
ceafe. 

The Truftees (hall, with all convenient Speed, 
endeavour to engage Perfons capable of teaching the 
French, Sfanijh, and German Languages, Writing, 
jiritbmetick, the feveral Branches of the Mathema- 
lich, Naturatiad Mechanic Pbilofepby, and Draw- 
ing ; who fhall give their Attendance, as foon as a 
foffieient Number of Scholars fhall offer to be inftrucr 
ted in- thofe Parts of Learning ; and be paid fuch 
Salaries and Reward, as the Truftees fhallfrom Time 
to Time be able to allow. 

Each Scholar fhall pay fuch Sum or Sums, quar- 
terly, according to the particular Branches of Learn- 
ing they fhall defire to be taught,, as the Truftees 
fhall from Time to Time fettle and appoint. 

In Cafe of the Difability of the ReSer, or any 
Matter eftablifhed on the Foundation, by receiving 
n certain Salary, through Sicknefs, or any other na- 
tural Infirmity, whereby he may be reduced to Po- 
verty, the Truftees fhall have Power to contribute 
to bis- Support, in Proportion to his Diftrefs and 
Merit, and the Stock in their Hands. 

For the Security of the Truftees, in contracting 
with the Rector, Matters, and Ufhers ; to enable 
them to provide and fit up convenient Schools ; furr 

niflj 
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nilh them with Books of general Ufe, that msy be 
too expenfive for each Scholar ; Maps, Draughts, 
and other Things, generally heceflary, for the Im- 
provement of the Youth ; and to bear the incumbent 
Charges that will unavoidably attend this Undertak- 
ing, efpecially in the Beginning the Donations of 
all Perfons inclined to encourage it, are to be chear- 
fully and thankfully accepted. 

The Academy mall be open'd with all convenient 
Speed, by accepting the firft good Mafter that of- 
fers, either for teaching the Latin and Greek, or 
Englijh, under the Terms above propofed. 

All Rules for the Attendance and Duty of the 
Matters, the Conduct of the Youth, and the facili- 
tating their Progrefs in Learning and Virtue, ihall 
be framed by the Majiers, in Conjunction with the 
Truftees. 

If the Scholars fhali hereafter grow very nume- 
rous, and the Funds be fufficient, the Truftees may 
at their Dhcretion augment the Salaries of the Rec- 
tor or Mafter. 

The Truftees, to increaie their Stock, may let 
their Money out at Intereft. 

In general, the Truftees mail have Power to dif- 
pofe of all Money received by them, as they Ihall 
think beft for the Advantage, Promotion, and even 
the Enlargement of this Delign. 

The Truftees may hereafter add to or change 
aBy of thefe Conftitutions, except that "hereby de- 
clared to be invariable. 

All Truftees, Reffers, Mafters, UJbers, Clerks, 
and other Mihifters, hereafter to be elected or ap- 
pointed, for carrying this Undertaking into Executi- 
on, mall,- before they be admitted' to the Exercife 
of their refpeflive Trufts or Duties, fign thefe Con- 
ftitutions, or fome others to be hereafter framed by 
the Truftees in their Stead, in'7'tftimony of their 
then approving of* and refolving to obferve them. 

Upon 
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Upon the Death or Abfence as afprefaid of any 
Truftee, the remaining Truftees lhall not have Au- 
thority to exercife any of the Powers repofed in them, 
until they have chofen a new Truftee in his Place, 
and fuch new Truftee lhall have figned the eftablifh- 
ed Conftitutims ; which if he fhall refute to do, they 
lhall proceed to elect another, and fo toties quoties, 
until the Perfon elected fhall lign the Conftitutions. 

When the Fund is fufficient to bear the Charge, 
which it is hoped, thro' the Bounty and Charity of well 
djfpofed Perions, will foon come to pafs, poor Children 
lhall be admitted, and taught gratis, what lhall be 
thought fuitabletotheirCapacities and Circumftances. 

It is hoped and expected, that the Truftees wilt 
make it their Pleafure, and infome Degree their Bu- 
finefs, to vifit the Academy often, to encourage and 
countenance the Youth, countenance and aflift the 
Matters, and, by all Means in their Power, advance 
the Ufefulnefs, and Reputation of the Defign; that 
that they will look on the Students as, in fome Mea- 
fure, their own Children, treat them with Familiari- 
ty and Affection ; and when they have behaved well, 
gone through their Studies, and are to enter the 
W orld, they lhall zealoufly unite, and make all the 
the Intereft that can be made, to promote and efta- 
blilh them, whether in Bufinefs, Offices, Marriages, 
or any other Thing for their Advantage, preferable 
to all other Perfons whatfoever, even of equalMerit. 

The Truftees lhall in a Body vifit the Academy 
once a Year extraordinary, to view and hear the Per- 
formances and Lectures of the Scholars, in fuch Modes, 
as their refpective Matters thai! think proper, and 
lhall have Power, out of their Stock, to make Pre- 
fents to the moft meritorious Scholars, according tc 
their fcveral Deferts. 
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Sketch' d out for the ConJMeration of the Tso- 
stees of the Philadelphia Academy. 

IT is expofted that every Scholar to be admitted 
into this School, be at leaft able to pronounce 
and divide the Syllables in Reading, and to' 
write a legible Hand. None to be received 
that are under Years of Age. 

Firjt ortoweji CLASS. 

Let the firft Clafs learn the Englijh Grammar 
Rules,' and at the fame time let particular Care be 
taken to improve them in Orthography. . Perhaps 
the latter is beft done by Pairing the Scholars, two 
of thofe neareft equal in their Spelling to be put to- 
gether ; let thefe ftrive for Viftory, each propound- 
ing Ten Words every Day to the other to be fpelt. 
He that fpells truly mod of the other's Words, is' 
Viftor for that Day ; he that is Viftor mbft Days 
in a Month, to obtain a Prize, a pretty neat Book 
of fome Kind ufeful in their future Studies. This 
Method fixes the Attention of Children extreamlyto 
the Orthography of Words, and makes them good 
Spellers very early. 'Tis a Shame for a Man to be 
fo ignorant of this little Art, in his own Language, 
as to be perpetually confounding Words of like 
Sound and different Significations s the Confcioufncfs 
of which Defeift, makes fome Men, othcrwile of 
good Learning and Underftanding, averfe to Wri- 
ting even a common Letter. 

A- Lit 
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Let the Pieces read by the Scholars in this Clafi 
be Ihort, fuch as CroxaWs Fables, and little Stories. 
In giving the Leflbn, let it be read to them ; let the 
Meaning of the difficult Words in it be explain- 
ed to them, and let them con it ever by themfelves 
before they are called to read to the Matter, or 
Ufher i who is to take particular Care that they do 
not read too faff, and that they duly obferve the 
Stops and Paufes. A Vocabulary of the moft ufu- 
al difficult Words might be formed for their Ufe, 
with Explanations ; and they might daily get a feW 
of thofe Words and Explanations by Heart, which 
would a little exercife their Memories > or at leaft 
they might write a Number of them in a finall Book 
for the Purpofe, which would help to fix the Mean- 
ing of thofe Words in their Minds, and at the fame 
Time furnifh every one with a little Di&ionary for 
his future Ufe. 

fbe Second C L A S S to he taught 

Reading with Attention, and with proper Mo- 
dulations of the Voice according to the Sentimenos 
and Subject 

Some fhort Pieces, not exceeding the Length of 
a SpclJater, to be given this Oafs as Leflons (and 
fome of the eafier Speilators would be very fuitable 
for the Purpofe.) Thefe Leflons might be given o- 
ver Night as Tafks, the Scholars to ftudy them a- 
gainft the Morning. Let it then be required of 
them to give an Account, firft of the Parts of 
Speech, and Conftruction- of one or two Sen- 
tences ; this will oblige them to recur frequently to 
their Grammar, and fix its principal Rules in their 
Memory. Next of the Intention of the Writer, or 
the Scope of the Piece ; the Meaning of each Sen- 
tence, and of every uncommon Word. This would 
early acquaint them with the Meaning and Force of 

Words;. 
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Words, and give them that molt neceflary Habit, 
of Reading with Attention. 

The Mafter then to read the Piece with the pre*- 
per Modulations of Voice, due Esnphafis, and fuit- 
able A£tion, where Aftion is required ; and put the 
Youth on imitating his Manner. 

Where the Author has us'd an Expreflion not 
the bell, let it be pointed out s and Jet his Beauties 
be particularly remarked to the Youth. 

Let the Leflbns for Reading be varied, that the 
Youth may be made acquainted with good Stiles of 
all Kinds in Profe and Verfe, and the proper Manner 
of reading each Kind. Sometimes a well-told Story, 
a Piece of a Sermon, a General's Speech to his Sol- 
diers, a Speech in a Tragedy; feme Part of a Co- 
medy, an Ode, a Satyr, a Letter, Blank Verfe, 
Hudibraftick, Heroic, (St. But let fuch Leflbns for 
Reading be chofen, as contain fome ufeful Inftructi- 
on, whereby the Underftandings or Morals of the 
Youth, may at the fame Time be improv'd. 

It is requirM that they lhould firll ftudy and un- 
derftand the Leflbns, before they are putupon readr 
ing them properly, to which End each Boy lhould 
have an Engli/b Dictionary to help him over Diffi- 
culties. When our Bpys read Englijh to us, we ara 
apt to imagine tbey underftand what tbty read be- 
caufe we do, and becaufe 'tis their Mother Tongue. 
But they often read as Parrots fpeak, knowing lit- 
tle or nothipg of the Meaning. And it is impoflible 
a Reader lhould give the due Modulation to his Voice, 
and pronounce properly, unlefs his Underftanding 
goes before his Torfgue, and makes him Mafter of 
the Sentiment. Accuftoming Boys to read aloud 
what they do not firft underftand, is the Caufe of 
thofe even fet Tones fo common among Readers, 
which when they have once got a Habit of ufing, 
they find fo difficult to correct : By which Means, 
jimong Fifty Readers we fcarcely find a good One. 



4 I D £ A of the 

For want of good Reading, Pieces publilVd with * 
View to influence the Minds of Men for their own or 
the publickBenefit, lofe Half their Force. Were there 
but one good Reader in a Neighbourhood, a publiclc 
Orator might be heard throughout a Nation with the 
fame Advantages,and have the fame Effect on his Au- 
dience, as if they flood within the Reach of his Voice. 

The Third CLASS to be taught 

Speakinc properly and gracefully, which is near 
of Kin to good Reading, and naturally follows it in 
(the Studies of Youth. Let the Scholars of this 
Clafs begin with learning the Elements of Rheto- 
ric from fome Ihort Syftcjn, fo as to be able to give 
an Account of the mod ufual Tropes and Figures. 
Let all their bad Habits of Speaking, all Offences 
againft good Grammar, all corrupt or foreign Ac- 
cents, and all improper Phrafes,, be pointed out to 
Jthem. Short Speeches from the Roman or other 
Hiitory,or from our Parliamentary Debates, might be 
got by heart, and deliver'd with the proper Action, 
6ft. Speeches and Scenes in our beft Tragedies and 
.Comedies (avoiding every Thing that could injure 
-the Morals of Youth) might likewife be got by 
.Rote, and the Boys exercis'd in delivering or acting 
them j great Care being taken to form their Manner 
after the trueft Models, 

For their farther improvement, and a little to 
vary their Studies, let them now begin to read Hi- 
fiory, after-having got by Heart amort Table of the 
principal Epochas in Chronology. They may begin 
with Rollin'% Antient and Roman Hijiories, and pro- 
ceed at proper Hours as they go thro' the fubfe- 
quent Clafles, with the beft Hiftories of our own 
Nation and Colonies. Let Emulation be excited a- 
. mong the Boys by giving, Weekly, little Prizes, or 
..ptherfmaU Encouragements to thofe who are able 
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to give the beft Account of what they hate read, aj 
to Times, Places, Names of Perfonsj (Sc. ThiJ 
will Make them read with Attention, and imprint 
the Hiftory well in their Memories. In remarking 
On the Hiftory, the Matter will have fine Op- 
portunities of inftilling Inftraction of various Kinds s 
and improving the Morals as well as theUhderftand?- 
ihgs of Youth. 

The Natural and Mechanic Hiftory contain'd in 
Spectacle 3e la Nature., might alfo be begun in this 
Clals, and continued thro' the fublequent Claffes by 
other Books of the fame Kind : For next to the 
Knowledge of Duty, this Kind of Knowledge is cer- 
tainly the mod ufeful, as well as the thoft entertain- 
ing. The Merchant may thereby be enabled better 
to underftand many Commodities in Trade ; the 
Handicraftfman to improve his Buffnefs by new In r 
ftruments, Mixtures and Materials ; and frequently 
Hints are given of new Manufactures, or new Me» 
thods of improving Land, that may be let on foot 
greatly to the Advantage of a Country. 

fie Fourth CLASS to he taught 

Composition. Writing one's own Language 
well, is the next necefiary AccompHihment after 
good Speaking. 'Tis the Writing-Matter's Buli- 
nefs to take Care that the Bbys make fair Cha- 
racters, and place theirt ftraight and even in the 
Lilies: But to form their Stile, and even to take 
Care that the Stops and Capitals are properly dif- 
pofed, is the Part pf the Engjijh Mafter. The Boys 
fhould be put on Writing Letters to each other on 
any common Occurrences, and on various Subjects, 
imaginary Bufinefs, (Sc. containing little Stories, 
Accounts of their late Reading, what Parts of Au- 
thors pleafe them, and why. Letters of Congratij. 
lation, of Compliment, of Requeft, of Thanks, of 
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Recommendation, of Admonition, of CoofoUtion, 
pf Expoftulation, Excufe, fcfc. In thefe they mould 
be taught to exprefs themfelves clearly, concifely, 
and naturally, without affected Words, or high- 
flown Phrafes. All their Letters to pafs through the 
Mailer's Hand, who is to point out the Faults, ad- 
yife the Corrections, and commend what he finds 
right. Some of the belt Letters publiihed in our 
own Language, as Sir IViUiam Temple's, thofe of 
Pope, and his Friends, and fome others, might be 
Cet before the Youth as Models, their Beauties point- 
ed out and explained by the Mafter, the Letters 
themfelves tranfcrib'd by the Scholar. 

Dr. Johnson's Etbices Elementa, or firft Prindr 
pies of Morality, may now be read by the Scholars, 
and explain'd by the Mafter, to lay afolid Founda r 
tion of Virtue and Piety in their Minds. And as 
this Clafs continues the Reading'of Hiftory, let them 
now at proper Hours receive fome farther Inftructi- 
pns in Chronology, and in that Part of Geography 
(from the Mathematical Mafter) which is necefiary 
to underftand the Maps and Globes. They (hould 
alfo be acquainted with the modern Names of the 
Places they find mention'd in antient Writers. The 
Exercifes of good Reading and proper Speaking 
ftill continued at fuitable Times. 

Fifth CLASS. 

To improve the Youth in Compftticn, they may 
now, befides continuing to write Letters, begin to 
write little Efiays in Profe ; and fometimes in Verfe, 
not to make them Poets, but for this Reafon, that 
nothing acquaints a Lad fo fpeedily with Variety of 
Expreflion, as the Neceflity of finding fuch Words 
and Phrafes as will fuit with the Meafure, Sound 
and Rhime of Verfe, and at the fame Time well 
jsxprefs the Sentiment. Thefe Eflays Ihould all pafs 
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under the Matter's Eye, who will point out their 
Faults, arid put the Writer on correcting them. 
Where the Judgment is not ripe enough for form- 
ing new Eflays, let the Sentiments of a Speliatorbe 
given, and requir'd to be cloath'd in a Scholar's 
own Words ; or the Circurfittances of fome good 
Story, the Scholar to find Expreflion. Let them 
be put fometimes on abridging a Paragraph of a 
diffufe Author, fometimes on dilating or amplifying 
what is wrote more clofely. And now let Dr. John* 
fin's Noetica,ot firft Principles of human Knowledge, 
containing a Logic, of Art of Reafoning, {sfc be 
read by the Youth, and the Difficulties that may oc- 
cur to them be explained by the Matter. The 
Reading of Hiftory, and the Exercifes of good 
Reading and juft Speaking ftill continued. 

Sixth CLASS. 

In this Clafs, befides continuing the Studies of 
the preceding, in Hiftory, Rhetoric, Logic, Mo- 
ral and Natural Philofophy, the bed: Englijh Au- 
thors may be read and explain'd ; as lilhtfon, Mil- 
ton, Lode, Addifon, Pope, Swift, the higher Papers 
in the SpeSator and Guardian, the bell Tranflati- 
ons of Homer, Virgil and Horace^ of Telemachus, 
iraveh of Cyrus, &c. 

Once a Year, let there be publick Exercifes in 
the Hall, the Truftees and Citizens prefent. Then 
let fine gilt Books be given as Prizes to fuch Boys 
as diftinguifh themfelves, and excel- the others in any 
Branch of Learning; making three Degrees of 
Comparifon ; giving the beft Prize to him that per- 
forms belt j a lefs valuable One to him that comes 
up next to the beft; and another to. the third. 
Commendations, Encouragement and Advice to the 
reft ; keeping up their Hopes that by Induftry they 

may 
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may excel another Time. The Names of thofe Chit 
obtain the Prizes, to be yearly printed in a Lift. 

The Hours of each Day are to be divided and dif- 
pos'd in fuch a Manner, as that fome Chutes may 
be with the Writing-Mafter, impfovihg their 
Hands, others with the MatherraticalMafter, learn- 
ing Arithmetick, Accompts, .Geography, Uli of 
the Globes, Drawing, Mechanicks, 0c. while the 
left are in the EagUjb School, under the Englijb 
Matter's Care. 

Thus inftrufied, Youth will come out of this 
School fitted for learning any Bufinefs, Calling or 
Profelfion, .except fuch wherein Languages are re- 
quired ; and tho' unaquainted with any antient or 
foreign Tongue, they will be Matters of their own< 
which is of more immediate and general Ufe ; and 
withal will have attairi'd many other valuable Ac- 
complifhments } the Time ufually fpent in acquiring 
thofe Languages, often without Succefs, being here 
employ'd in laying fuch aFoundation of Knowledge 
and Ability, as, properly improv'd, may qualify them 
to pals thro' and execute the feveral Offices of civil 
Life, with Advantage and Reputation to them- 
ielves and Country. 

B. F. 



THE END. 



